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PREFACE 
A few comments as to the broad implications of the 
thesis, that is, where this borderline study fits within the 
general framework of urban geography or urban sociology may 
be useful. The study as it stands is neither strictly urban 
geography nor urban sociology, the one for lack of areal 
patterns and spatial emphasis, the other from differences in 
approach and for lack of attention to the details which a 
sociologist, making a community study, would find of importance. 
When the project was first conceived, the interest was 
essentially a study in urban geography. However, interpretation 
of urban patterns, not necessarily all spatial, inevitably raises 
a number of questions which are both social and economic. As 
the search for causal factors to explain these patterns intensifies 
there comes a stage where the need to concentrate on processes 
tends increasingly to overshadow the importance of the actual 
patterns themselves. The geographer finds himself, temporarily 
at least, abandoning his own field for a kindred discipline, and 
the outcome is a geographical study coloured with a strong element 
of sociology. This seems symptomatic of the problems with which 
Geography is faced. D.B. Mather quotes Kirk, 'Modern geography 
was created by scholars trained in other disciplines asking 
VIII. 
themselves geographical questions and moving inwards in a 
community of problems; it could die by a reversal of this 
process whereby trained geographers move outwards in a frag-
mentation of interests seeking solutions to non-geographical 
problems. 1 1 . The present study finds its niche here. 
Extensions to the study could move either in the direct-
ion of urban sociology as the community is studied with greater 
depth and breadth and sociological techniques are sharpened, or 
towards urban geography with concentration on areal patterns 
and reduplications of such studies in other urban centres for 
comparative analysis. It would be interesting, from a 
geographical viewpoint, to see the extent to which ethnic 
distribution intra-urban residential movements, location of 
businesses, occupational patterns, family organisation, house -
hold structure and so forth in other Malayan towns compare with 
those found in Taiping. This will also allow certain geograph-
ical phenomena to be mapped meaningfully. 
Whichever direction future studies take, such investig -
ations are not only valuable contributions to academic knowledge 
because sociological data of Malaya are very scarce, but the 
findings are of direct use to those concerned with the urban 
planning of a fast developing country . 
1. Mather, D. B., The New Age of Reason in Geography, Austn . 
Geogr., Vol. IX , No . 5, March, 1965, p. 265 . 
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The Business Community in Taiping, Malaya. 
A Study in Social Geography. 
CHAPTER I 
Introduction. 
Taiping is typically Malayan with its predominantly 
Chinese and Indian shops facading the main streets of the 
commercial core (see Fig. 1), trishaw-riders squatting on low 
stools scooping up rice with chopsticks as they hurry through 
tneir midday meal by the roadside stalls, a permeating smell 
of dried salt fish around Market Square, and housewives of 
all races and creeds busily bargaining for food in the 
markets. Monsoon drains line the roadside, and carelessly 
parked bicycles, the main means of transport in town, often 
obstruct the narrow footpaths between the shop fronts and 
drains. Being the wettest of all Malayan towns, business 
slackens rapidly in the afternoon as the almost daily down-
pour brings relief from the morning heat, and shops remain 
open till late at night. 
The starting point of this thesis is from an urban 
geographical study of the business district in Taiping, a 
town with a population of over half a million people 
FI.G. 2 
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situated on the west coast of Malaya. See Fig. 2. In 
order to explain the urban geography adequately it has been 
necessary to make mainly a socio-economic investigation of 
its business community. By and large, this study is con-
cerned with the many manifestations of the community, 
though concentrating on those that are important. Answers 
are sought to a number of questions with the hope that these 
rather preliminary findings will provide the basis for more 
intensive studies in the future. 
Is the community homogeneous? 
factors make for diversity? 
If not, what 
(a) What is its ethnic and linguistic 
composition? How are the groups 
distributed within the business 
district? 
(b) Where do the immigrants originate 
from, and what is their social 
and economic background? 
(c) What kinds of businesses are they 
engaged in? Do these have spatial 
reference? 
(d) Do groups maintain social separate-
ness, or are they integrated within 
the plural society? 
The choice of Taiping for the study and more 
I 
(I 
[I I 
3. 
specifically interest in its business community stems from 
a number of reasons. Being a local resident of the town 
and with my family having a business in the town centre, I 
was not only equipped with the background knowledge of the 
community which an outsider would not have had, but this 
also smoothed the path for field investigation. Fie1d-
work in Malaya can sometimes be frustrating if one is a 
complete stranger in an area,as there still exists among 
the population a feeling of distrust and suspicion arising 
from fear of government agencies, secret societies, etc. 
Under such circumstances, information is often falsified or 
refused to strangers. 1 . 
Taiping is interesting, both as an example of a 
town which is essentially Chinese in origin, and as a 
mining town which has survived, despite the exhaustion of 
its mineral deposits. One of the earliest settlements in 
Malaya, the town began with the discovery of tin in the 
Larut district in the 1850's, and from the very ~eginning 
it attracted large crowds of Chinese tin miners . In 1891, 
two-thirds of the population were Chinese, and it has 
remained largely a Chinese town to the present day. The 
1. Personal experience during a pilot study in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaya. 
I 
4. 
racial composition at the 195q Census showed 59% Chinese, 
19% Malays, 18% Indians, and 4% others, the last mainly 
Europeans and Eurasians. It is also one of the f ew Malayan 
towns which has retained its Chinese name; the term ' Taiping' 
literally meaning 'Everlasting Peace' in Chinese, was given 
to the town after a series of civil wars in the early mining 
days over the Larut tin deposits between two rival Chinese 
linguistic groups, known respectively as the Ghee Hins 
(Cantonese) and the Hai Sans (Khehs).l. Larut then comprised 
Taiping and Kamunting, the respective territorial districts 
of the Hai San and Ghee Hin clans . Taiping still comes 
under the Larut district but with its own independent 
administration by a Town Council. With British inter-
vention in 1874, the town was made the first administrative 
capital of Perak. This position it held until the turn of 
the century when the capital was shifted s outh to Ipoh (s~e 
Fig. 2), with the discovery of richer deposits of tin ore in 
the Kinta Valley. Although it has lost both its administrat-
ive and mining functions, Taiping, being a carefully planned 
and multi-functional town, has continued to thrive. 
1. For details of the civil wars, see Sir F. Swett enham , 
British Malaya, Lond., 1948. 
I 
5. 
Theoretical Framework. 
Viewed within a geographical framework, the present 
investigation is alien to the 'character of place' type of 
study described by Hartshorne in Perspective on the Nat ure 
of Geography. The character of areas (Hartshorne quotes 
Hettner) can be understood 'through the comprehension of the 
existence together and inter-relations among the different 
realms of reality and their varied manifestations. ,1. In 
this study, the crux of the problem is an investigation of 
the product of migrations , the types of economic 
and social diversities which characterise the plural society 
within the business district of Taiping. 
The definition of what is a plural society raises 
a number of methodological problems. Furnivall, who first 
coined the term, defined it as a 'society comprising two or 
more social orders which live side by side, yet without 
mingling in one political unit.,2. He argued that such 
societies come into existence through the economic process 
of natural selection and in tropical countries, the result 
1 1 . 1 l' 3. of the process is the division of abour a ong raC1a 1nes. 
1. Hartshorne, R., Perspective on the Nature of Geography, 
Assoc. of Amer. Geogers., U.S.A., 2nd 
edition, 1960, p.13. 
2. Furnivall, J.S., Netherland Indies, Cambridge, 1939, p.446. 
3. Furnivall, J.S., Political Economy of the Far East, Jour. 
Roy. Cent. Asian Society, 1942, p.119. 
6. 
There is a general lack of 'social will' among all groups, 
the only common bond being the market place: 
'Individuals of all sections have in common the 
economic motive ..• the desire for profit, and they join 
f d o h ,1. in orwar ~ng t e economic process. 
Furnivall was obviously interested only in economic 
motivations and he completely ignored the physical and 
cultural badges which groups in a multi-racial community 
tend to identify themselves with. Moreover, his idea of 
distinct economic entities existing together is a static 
view of plural society. More commonly the positions of 
ethnic groups in relation to each other undergo continuous 
change through time. The rate of change depends among 
other factors, upon the size of the groups (minority groups 
generally assimilate more easily than if the groups were 
large), the degree of inter-group contact, and the attitude 
of the groups towards assimilation. 
Malinowski's interpretation of plural society 
showed greater awareness of the dynamics of the society, but 
being concerned mainly with cultural patterns in a situation 
1. Ibid., p.449. 
7. 
of contact he took no consideration of economic circumstances. l • 
Nevertheless, he advanced an important thesis that in the 
cultural contact situation institutions come into being 
which cannot be identified with either parent culture. These 
institutions often reflect sets of values and activities 
rather than cultural patterns, which further the interests 
of the groups brought together by diverse economic, social 
and political forces. 
Despite the inadequacies inherent in both viewpoints, 
as a starting point in understanding how groups interact in 
a plural situation, the contributions are of value. But, 
like all theoretical constructs, difficulties arise in applying 
the concept of plural society to empirical studies, for the 
concept involves a continuum, and there is no point in the 
continuum at which pluralism ends and homogeneity begins, so 
that any line dividing such a graduation can only be arbitrary. 
Ideally, at one end of the continuum is a heterogeneous society 
separated by characteristics and activities peculiar to each 
group. As the society moves along the time-scale, forces 
operate on all levels, economic, social and political, to 
narrow group differentials until at the far end of the 
1. Malinowski, B., The Dynamics of Culture Change, 
Yale Univ. Press, 1945. 
8. 
continuum it tends to be replaced by a homogeneous 
society. But in a real situation, the forces in operation 
in a plural society are so complex, and work in such diverse 
directions, that any attempt to draw rigid divisions between 
below 
groups is unrealistic. The diagram/is a broad represent-
ation of the major factors involved in the transition of a 
society from a plural to an integrated situation. 
Process of Integration. 
Integration on the Social/Cultural Level 
* Plural ) Lan9uage Trad~tions Int1rest Fopd In~er) ( Society. ~ Customs Habit Marriage~ 
Ethnic ) ( 
Groups) Integration on the Economic Level ( 
identifi-) ________________ ====== __ ~----------------------------~) ( 
able by ) t ( 
social, ) ( Occupational Mobility) ( 
cultural,) ( 
economic) ( 
~d ) ( 
Political) ( Integration on the Political Level differ- ) ( 
ences. ) I ')( 
) t ( 
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* Groups do not necessarily 
lose their cultural traits (P. I 0.) 
Integrated 
Society 
Groups 
lose all 
identity 
Ft~. 3 DrSTRIBuno N 
-----
M A. I N R.oAD 
r-
- '""I 
- '-I'!"-
,; 
I b f ~. 
" 
O~ 
r-
~ 
I 
J F.5 .. 
'" ~
M ,. 
,,"OA.e> A "' to 
It "1 
~ 
I --:J I ~ \ Il /( r '2. ~ .,. 
I 
, 
---..j-,-- r r-
, 
, ~ I~ -~ 
r-I..-. rL...-j 
I I ~ 
--r-
I 
II 
\ 
, L-
F FlUIT 
3 
~ 
El ~ ~ pi -I 
II'> 
= -' 
~ 
» 
c.oot(.'" ° 
." 
~ooo 
S7''''~$ PI 
VE4-E.TA\IU 
.... 
'" 
'" » 
~ 
ME", 0 
» 
(8E£Fl 
.,. 
t:o ....... 
o Hokklel'l Hou:;c.hoIAe.rs. ,. Bus () STI'TION 
~ 
" 
D Khe~ \10 1.1 sc.kolde v-s • 
Other Ck'H'\ese. i.e.. CA~LlAL. MAI(KET 
Kok"hilAS <\~ nC""o,J~e$1~ J D Il'\aibo.v. Hov.sehold(.~.s. 
1 
, Sc.b,le. ~ l ~~~"'-S to I ,~c-k . 
h-
= 
... 
.. 
. 
II If 
I) II( 
MA IN 
(' 
' Il 
o 
() 
:J: 
1-
/II 
,. 
o 
b 
II 
Ro .... [:) 
======:), 
1- J ,~ I 
'-J'-' 
~ ~1 t 1 ,-
R.oAo 
- [f r-
'::1 
I', 
i! 
Ii 
f~: 
I! 
-
r--r- .. '-""--
<' ~ r +- -
r-t- :t 
~ 
~ 
<01-0 
'i>TO ...... C,E 
n.L: 
n 
o 
'" .. 
'" 
... 
}> 
" .. 
-I 
"l. () 
III 
o 
THEATIC.E ~O"'D 
Ctf~O UP 
[II ill D 
= 
o 
.. 
.. 
... 
}> 
" ,. 
... 
~ 
~ 
i' 
m 
>-
'" 
-f 
'" 
" 2 
I 
o 
• I 
in the given order, but 
my study of the Chinese 
in Sydney suggests that 
the traits disappear in 
the order given. 
(B.A. Hons. thesis, Uni-
versity of Sydney). 
Method of Procedure. 
The most difficult problem encountered in the field 
study arose from the absence of data, and maps of the town 
were also very limited. One has literally to begin from 
scratch. The findings in this thesis are based' on 
approximately four months fieldwork in Taiping during which 
a random sample was taken of householders constituting 
the business community in Taiping. The 'business community' 
forms the commercial urban stratum of Malayan society, and 
by local standards they are identified with middle-class 
income. The boundaries of the 'business district' (see 
Fig. 3) were delimited arbitrarily on the basis of a ground-
floor 'commercial' landuse index. As the main interest in 
9. 
10. 
the study is of householders engaged in the selling of goods 
on the retail level, 'commercial' thus defined excludes 
wholesale businesses and associations in the business district. 
Based on the index, every block of shophouses i . which consists 
of over 70% commercial use was counted as a business block. 
Outside the business district thus designated landuse changes 
rather abruptly tending to be replaced by residential houses, 
hospitals and government offices. 
In drawing up the sample, shophouses in the area 
were systematically numbered. A total of 505 shophouses was 
obtained from which a sample of 200 shops was selected using 
random number tables. The 200 householders thus contacted 
represent about 40% of all shopkeepers in the business district. 
Their distribution within the town centre by linguistic group 
is indicated in Fig. 3. 
The interviews were conducted on a questionnaire 
basis and supplemented by personal observation, and interviews 
with greater depth were appropriate. A pilot study was 
1. Shophouses in the business district serve dual purposes; 
business is on the ground-floor and residence on the top-
floor. 
carried out before the final survey, this proved valuable, 
as it brought to light some necessary adjustments to the 
original questionnaire and also provided a guide to the 
drawing up of a coding system. During the final survey 
each householder was approached with a questionnaire (contained 
in Appendix I) drawn up to indicate the basic data required 
of the respondents. Difficulties were encountered in deciding 
which householder to interview, in the case of multi-
functional premises. Finally, the chief-tenants (or owners) 
who normally occupied larger sections of the shopfronts than 
the sub-tenant, were interviewed. Interviews were mainly 
11. 
carried out in the Hokkien dialect except for the Indian section, 
where it was necessary to seek the help of an Indian friend well 
acquainted . with the community. 
Response throughout the interviews was very encourag-
ing, although some were less willing to give information to 
the more personal questions than others. The publicity 
which the local English and Chinese newspapers gave to the 
survey (see Appendix II) helped considerably to clear all 
suspicions. The only data of importance that could not be 
acquired directly was information relating to property 
ownership - answers given were too vague for analysis. 
12. 
Information concerning the economic position of the house-
holders was derived from indirect questions such as the 
ownership of radio, refrigerator, car, etc. 
The Questionnaire. 
As indicated in Appendix I, the questionnaire aimed 
to derive basic information about the respondent himself: 
his place of : origin, socio-economic background, process of 
upward mobility, his present economic position, household 
organisation and attitude towards assimilation. Due to 
the current Indonesian confrontation, political attitudes 
were not enlisted as the householders were reticent on polit-
ical issues during the pilot study. 
Analysis of Data. 
In the analysis of data obtained, householders were 
grouped on the basis of ethnic and linguistic origin. This 
gave two main categories with 175 Chinese and 25 Indians 
respectively in each group. The latter is designated as 
'Others' in all tables to distinguish from Chinese house-
holders. An Indian householder who was converted into Islam 
and prefers to be known as 'Malay' was included in this Others 
group. 
~-~ ----------------------------~  
13. 
The Chinese householders were subdivided according 
to linguistic origin. Three main groups were thus identified: 
the Hokkiens, by far the largest group in the community made 
up 93 of all householders in the sample, Cantonese constit-
uted 27, and Khehs 25. The remaining Chinese householders, 
consisting of 12 Hokchius, 10 Tiechius, 7 Hainanese and 1 
Shangainese have been grouped together under 'Other Chinese' , 
abbreviated O.C. in subsequent context. 
Ethnic and linguistic classifications have been used 
for analysis of data because differences along these lines are 
marked within the community. Frequently associations are 
within a linguistic group than among groups. This w{ll 
become apparent in a later discussion on the degree of 
assimilat~on within the plural society. Stratifications 
based on wealth would also have been meaningful for there is 
a tendency for the community to be stratified vertically by 
ethnic and linguistic differences and horizontally according 
to socio-economic status. Due to the difficulty of 
collecting such data, preference was given to ethnic and 
linguistic classifications. 
Socio Economic Index. 
Nevertheless, an attempt was made to measure the 
14. 
degree of economic disparity between the linguistic groups 
through the manipulation of a number of variables. The 
socio-economic index took into consideration: 
(1) types of businesses householders are 
engaged in, i.e. whether a householder 
owns a capital-intensive or non capital-
intensive business 
(2) employment of a servant in the horne 
(3) ownership of certain luxuries. The 
luxuries envisaged, viz. radio, refrigerator, 
car and television were weighed accordingly; 
and in addition, information relating to 
income was also obtained. The socio-
economic position of the groups derived 
from the use of these criteria was correl-
ated with the residential charac t eristic 
of the householders. Distinction was 
made between householders who live on 
their shophouse and the relatively more 
affluent ones who maintain a second private 
residence away from the business premises. 
Assimilation Index. 
The degree of assimilation between groups in the 
plural society was determined on the basis of a set of criteria 
which reflect major aspects of the integration problem. The 
indices used included: 
(1) the ability of householders to speak 
certain languages 
(2) their interest orientation 
(3) religion 
(4) degree of social contact between groups 
(5) type of association/club householders 
belong to. 
15. 
CHAPTER II. 
Internal Ecology of Taiping. 
Before proceeding to the detailed study of the 
internal ecology of the business district itself, a brief 
description of the urban mosaic within Taiping will enrich 
our understanding of the kinds of social and economic 
diversity which characterise the area under consideration. 
Within the framework of the concentric zone urban 
model of Burgess (1925), the growth of slum areas in American 
cities are around the business district with middl e-£lass 
suburbs further out and the best residential areas are on 
the urban fringe associated with the zone of most rapid 
development. In Taiping, the ecological make-up of the 
urban complex comes closer to the patterns found within the 
Latin American cities, for in common with the findings of 
Hayner (1945) and Caplow (1949) based on their respective 
studies of Mexico City and Guatemala City, the residential 
areas which carry the highest prestige tend to be in and 
close to the business district. And instead of conforming 
to Burgess' zones, these high class residential areas are 
confined to sectors, particular streets, and sometimes within 
house blocks. 
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Fig. 4 is a very simplified diagramatic represent-
ation of the urban units within Taiping derived from 2 
chains to 1 inch maps and intimate knowledge of the town. 
The subdivisions in the figure correspond roughly to 
'mukims', that is, unit areas used for Census enumeration. 
Each sub-division, which for convenience will sometimes be 
referred to as suburb is a natural area with a distinctive 
character of its own in terms of its history, status and 
ethnic composition. 
The settlement and growth .of the urban nuclei may 
be divided into three main phases. The earliest suburbs 
to be established, dating back to the discovery of tin in 
the Larut district, were the town centre including Tupai, 
and Kamunting. In the town centre, the only relics of tin 
mining are a few scattered disused pools in the Tupai area, 
and the present Taiping Lakes converted from the mining 
pools. The Lakes, situated at the foot of the well-known 
Maxwell Hills, have become the centre of attraction for 
tourists from allover Malaya. A few tin dredges still 
operate in the Kamunting area, but production is very small 
compared to the country's total output. 
Swettenham Road area, Assam Kumbang, and the 
Government offices section came in during the second phase 
17. 
of expansion following British intervention in the 1875's. 
Parts of Kota, particularly those nearer the town centre, 
also belonged to the same period. The most recent built-up 
areas are Aulong, Pokok Assam, and the 'infillings', such as 
Green House Area, Kota II, Thompson Road and Kamunting Road. 
They are creations of the last two decades. 
A further feature which lends distinctness to the 
suburbs is the variation in the socio-economic status of 
one suburb to the next, and within each further differentiations 
are apparent. Residents in Swettenham Road area, the town 
centre, Assam Kurnbang, Green House Area, Kota (II), and the 
infillings along Thompson and Kamunting Roads generally 
enjoy higher economic status than those in Tupai, Kota (I), 
Aulong, Pokok Assam and Kamunting. 
The area around Swettenham Road is a fairly uniform 
high class residential district associated with the better 
educated (usually English type education) affluent stratum 
of the community, such as doctors, lawyers, and Division I 
government officials, while Swettenham Road itself is the 
elite street in Taiping. The economic status of the town 
centre will be discussed in greater detail in subsequent 
sections. Assam Kumbang as a residential suburb, is more 
18. 
varied than Swettenham, ranging from the mansions of the more 
well-to-do businessmen and contractors, to the modest govern-
ment quarters of civil servants, down to a few dispersed 
1 1. h Ma ay attap uts. Green House Area and Kota (II) have 
been built up only in the last 15 years or so and they are 
the suburbs of middle and upper-class Chinese businessmen. 
Thus, while Swettenham Road area is the suburb of the English-
educated elites, Green House Area and Kota II are the suburbs 
of the Chinese-educated elites. The ribbon developments 
along Thompson and Kamunting Roads are associated with rather 
mixed occupational groups of middle-class status. Here, 
businessmen are found side by side with teachers, principals 
of schools and the occasional doctor. 
In contrast to these better residential suburbs, 
the other urban units shown in Fig. 4 are relatively low 
class residential areas. Aulong and Pokok Assam are 
identical in that both villages were created in a hurry during 
the Malayan Emergency of 1948, in a governmental effort to 
bring together scattered rural people to a more central 
site as an anti-terrorist measure. As a result of the 
1. Attap made from dried neepa-palms are used for roofing 
mainly by Malays and poorer people. 
19. 
lack of planning, the villages,particularly Pokok Assam,consist 
of collections of disorganised, characteristically sub-standard 
attap huts, and social amenities are practically absent. The 
inhabitants, predominantly uneducated Chinese squatters find 
employment usually outside the villages as labourers, factory 
workers, lorry drivers and rubber tappers. Although Tupdi and 
Kamunting also consist mainly of attap-type houses ,the general 
layout and social amenities available in these two suburbs 
show more conscious planning. In fact, sections of Tupai, 
especially areas nearer the town centre and the Lake Gardens, 
contain the residential homes of some fairly well-off Chinese 
businessmen. 
Being essentially a Chinese town, the Chinese pre-
dominate in almost every suburb. The data relating to ethnic 
composition in the different mukims provide some guide to the 
relative concentration of ethnic groups in these sub-divisions. 
The areas of heaviest Chinese concentration , expressed as a 
percentage of the total number of persons in each sub-division, 
are the town centre, Tupai, Green House area, Kota, Assam 
Kumbang-Swettenham Road area, Pokok Assam and Aulong. Only in 
Kamunting are they slightly overwhelmed by Malays and Indians. 
Areas of Indian concentration, expressed as a percentage of 
total Indians in the whole urban complex,are the town centre, 
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20. 
Assam Kumbang, Kamunting, Tupai and near the railway station. 
The Malays are very under-represented in the town centre, but 
are relatively more numerous in the poorer parts of Assam 
Kumbang, Kamunting and Tupai. The suburbs of greatest inter-
racial mingling are Swettenham Road and Assam Kumbang areas, 
for, in addition to the three major ethnic groups: Chinese, 
Indians and Malays, the other minority groups such as Europeans 
and Eurasians , live in these two suburbs more than in any of 
the others. 
Internal Ecology of the Town Centre - the 
Business District. 
The area designated to the town centre in Fig. 4 
corresponds to the business district within which householders 
in the sample were taken. It forms the hub of commercial 
activities and urban life with its typically closely-packed 
shophouses along the four major roads; Main, Market, Kota 
and Theatre Roads, which run parallel to each other and 
forming the skeletal framework of the business district. 
At one end of the town centre, adjacent to the retail and 
commercial premises, are located the colonial-styled government 
offices and buildings. 
Fig. 5 shows the distribution of commercial businesses 
by ethnic group derived from a ground-floor landuse survey of 
21. 
shophouses in the business district. As can be seen from the 
figure, Indian businesses tend to be concentrated in 'Lower,l. 
Main Road. About 70% of all Indian businesses are located 
here, and in two house blocks (11 and 12) they predominate 
over Chinese shops. Although there does not exist complete 
areal segregation in the sense of a distinct Indian 'quarter', 
the Chinese, by nature of their size, are ubiquitous, there is 
a strong tendency for members of like ethnic origin to cluster 
within certain areas. 
It was not always possible from the landuse survey 
alone to distinguish between householders of different Chinese 
linguistic groups; conclusions about their areal patterns 
therefore rely heavily on the distribution of householders 
in the sample, and on personal .knowledge of the area. The 
Hokkiens are found throughout the business district, but with 
a tendency to cluster more than the other linguistic groups 
along Main Road. Cantonese, on the other hand, are con-
centrated around Market Road and Market Square, where most 
of the goldsmith and provision shops respectively are also 
located. Khehs tend to live along sections of Kota Road and 
correspondingly, the Chinese-medicine shops, textiles and 
1. Lower thus defined refers to the southern end of the 
town centre. 
22. 
general merchandise businesses predominate here. The 
smaller linguistic groups, in particular Hokchius, find 
their niche around Iskandar, Theatre and Eastern Roads area, 
while Teochius are the most widely dispersed group. 
Corresponding to the tendency for occupational 
specialisation to develop along ethnic and linguistic lines, 
Main Road shows a predominance of Indian provision and textile 
merchants, and Hokkien rubber-dealers, textiles and general 
merchants, bicycle and radio retailers, while Cantonese 
goldsmiths, motor car repairers, and provision retailers 
congregate in Market Road and Market Square. In 'Upper' 
Kota Road (i.e. the northern end of the business district) 
there is a marked clustering of Khehs in medicine and textile 
businesses. This is largely replaced by Hokkien provision, 
estate supplies and timber merchants in Lower Kota Road. 
The coffee shops, of which the Hokchius have a monopoly, 
are invariably found along Iskandar, Theatre and Eastern 
Roads. 
Conclusion. 
In Malaya, the whole bias of Chinese to towns, the 
Indians rural-urban, and Malays rural, does at once imply that 
the urban centre is a 'Chinese quarter' . However, the 
23. 
examination of the internal ecology within Taiping suggests 
that this may be overstated and also the heterogeneity under-
estimated. 
As was indicated, the urban mosaic is made up of 
suburbs which differ in history, socio-economic status, and 
ethnic composition, and within each, further variations are 
apparent, e.g. the diversity within the business district. 
An explanation of this invokes looking into the cultural and 
traditional background of the groups, aspects of migration 
and appraisal of the economic position of the different 
components. The commercial stratum of the community has 
been selected here for the case study. The term 'community' 
used in subsequent context thus refers specifically to the 
householders in the business district shown in Fig. 4. 
... 
'I 
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CHAPTER III 
Pattern of Migration. 
The business community, it was seen in the previous 
chapter, is segmented by ethnic and linguistic differences 
and these in turn tend to have spatial expression: the 
Indians are clustered in Lower Main Road and among the 
Chinese linguistic groups, each tends to concentrate within 
certain streets in the business district. It is intended 
here to concentrate on the migration patterns of the group, II 
as this may throw light on their distribution. 
Table 1 brings out the ethnic and linguistic 
heterogeneity of the householders in the sample: 
Table 1. 
Ethnic and Linguistic Origin of Householders. 
Ethnic Group Linguistic Origin No. % of Total 
Chinese Hokkien 93 46.5) 
Cantonese 27 13.5) 
Kheh 25 12.5) 
Hokchiu 12 6.0)87% 
Teochiu 10 5.0) 
Hainanese 7 3.5) 
Shanghainese 1 0.5) 
Indians 'Klings'(Southern 19 9.5) 
Indians) 2.5~12% 
'Bengalis'(Northern 5 
Indians} ) 
1 o .5)1io 
200 100% Total 
Malay 
J 
25. 
The Chinese householders are by far the most numerous, 
constituting 87% of the total sample, followed by Indians 12%, 
while Malays make up only 1%. The ethnic composition of the 
sample is indicative of the degree of participation by differ-
ent ethnic groups in the commercial sector of the country's 
economy. The Chinese and Indians virtually monopolise 
the trade and commerce of Malaya, while the Malays themselves 
have, until recent years,l. played a very insignificant role 
in commercial activities. This can partly be viewed against 
the different cultural background of the groups and the 
historical processes that have brought it about. 
The Malay philosophy of life sets greater emphasis 
on spiritual, rather than material needs, and as a result, 
they have, for a long time, been unperturbed by the sophistic-
ation and pace of urban life. To quote J.B. Biddulph's 1953 
labour report: 
'For many years there has been a reluctance 
on the part of the Malay to resort to a 
wage economy. They have preferred to live 
in the villages and only work to the extent 
which they considered necessary in order to 
live. '2. 
1. Since the country's Independence in 1957 and especially 
after the formation of Malaysia, the Malays have been 
given every encouragement through governmental aid and 
special trading privileges to participate in trade and 
2. Federation of Malaya, Annual Report of 
commerce. 
Biddulph, J.B., 
the Labour Dept., (1953), Kuala Lumpur, 1954. 
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In contrast, the ambition of both the Chinese and 
Indians for economic advancement is especially marked, for 
values in these societies are elite-centred and money-making 
activities are turned to as a means to upward mobility. 
With their strong economic incentive they were able to take 
full advantage of the vacuum in the urban activities left 
vacant by the rural-inclined Malays. 
Returning to the data in Table 1, the ethnic and 
linguistic heterogeneity of the householders provides a 
guide to the very diverse geographical origin of the immigrants. 
Each linguistic group points to a different region in their 
home country, and smaller sub-divisions on the basis of 
district of origin can be made. 
The principal districts of origin of the Hokkien 
and Kheh householders have been mapped in Fig. 6. It is 
apparent from the figure that the Hokkiens come from diverse 
districts, but four in particular stand out. These are 
Nam An, Chuan Chou, Tung An and Hua An, all in the vicinity 
of the Chin and Lung Rivers in the immediate hinterland 
of Amoy. This general area contributes over two-thirds 
of the total Hokkien householders. Among the Kheh house-
holders, about four-fifths are from the Tai-Pu district; 
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the only other district of importance is Kai-Yin-Chou. 
The Cantonese, like the Khehs, are relatively more homo-
geneous than Hokkiens in terms of district of origin. The 
three main sources of emigration for the Cantonese are Nam 
Hoi, San Wui and Toi San, see Fig. 7, which together account 
for over 80% of all Cantonese householders. Although the 
Hokchius, Teochius and Hainanese are only minority groups 
within the community, the district of origin of these 
groups, as indicated by householders in the sample, are 
geographically very dispersed. Because these districts 
and villages are only small and often known by local Chinese 
names, it is not possible to locate the places on a map. 
The geographical origin of the Indian householders 
is relatively less heterogeneous than the Chinese. Two 
main streams of immigrants may be identified, those from the 
Punjab district now under west Pakistan (except for Gurdaspur), 
and southern Indians from the old Madras Residency. 
for individual districts of origin ?f householders. 
See Fig.8 
Unlike 
the Chinese, where great emphasis is placed on the same 
district of origin, the fact that an Indian comes from Pakistan 
and not India is of greater importance than the actual district 
he comes from. The distinction between northerners and 
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southerners within the Indian sector does not only reflect 
religious, economic and social differences, but it is the 
direct outcome of the political division arising from the 
partition between Pakistan and India. 
Apart from being heterogeneous, the community is 
largely an immigrant one, as can be seen from the high 
proportion of first generation householders in Table 2 : 
Table 2. 
Generation in Malaya by Linguistic Group. 
Linguistic Group 
Generation Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
1st generation 56 59.9 17 62.9 14 56 20 66.6 23 92 130 65 
2nd generation 33 35.3 10 37 11 44 10 33.6 1 4 65 32 
3rd generation 4 4.3 - - - - - - 1 4 5 2.5 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
'Generation' in the present context is used in the usual 
sense of the terminology applied to immigrant groups. The 
first-generation consists of those born in their native country, 
the second-generation of those born in the host country , and the 
third-generation of those born in the host country and of fathers 
also born in the host country. By this definition, 65% of the 
householders are first-generation, 32% second-generation, and 
29. 
only 3% third-generation. 
As an immigrant group in Malaya, the Kheh house-
holders are the earliest arrivals, followed by Hokkiens, 
Cantonese and the O.C •• The Indians, from the data in Table 
2, appear to be the most recent immigrants with 92% belonging 
to the firs~ generation, but in fact they are not as recent as 
the figures tend to suggest. This is the result of certain 
peculiarities in the Indian pattern of migration. It has been 
customary for Indian immigrants more than Chinese to settle 
'permanently' in the country, while the rest of their family 
remain in India. Periodically, on average once in every 3 or 
4 years, the immigrant would visit his family in India and sojourn 
there for ·a few months. When the immigrant dies, usually one 
of his sons comes out to carry on the family business, and this 
goes on from one generation to the next, and all the heirs still 
logically consider themselves first-generations because they were 
born in India. This system of migration is more characteristic 
of southern than of northern Indians. The trend has changed in 
recent years,for an increasing number of Indians have applied for 
Malayan citizenship in order to bring the members of their family 
1. into the country. 
1. The requirement for citizenship is a minimum of 10 years con-
tinuous residence in the country. Though many of the immi-
grants have been here longer than this period, few are qual-
ified for citizenship, due to peculiarities in their migration 
earlier outlined. 
30. 
From a study of the data contained in Table 3 
showing the birthplace of householders, a few interesting 
points concerning the pattern of movement of the immigrants 
emerge: 
Table 3 
Birthplace by Linguistic Group 
Birthplace Linguistic Group 
Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Taiping 33 35.3 4 14.8 7 28 4 13.3 1 4 49 24.5 
*Malaya 4 4.3 6 22.2 4 16 6 19.9 1 4 21 10.5 
Outside Malaya 56 59.9 17 62.9 14 56 20 66.6 23 92 130 65 
1 
Total I 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
,~ Includes Singapore 
Householders that are born outside Taiping fall into one 
of the following two categories of immigrants: those who came 
direct from their homeland (row 3 in the table), and a smaller 
group who lived elsewhere in Malaya before moving into Taiping 
(row 2 in the table). The Indian and Hokkien householders are 
most highly represented in the first category, while the other 
Chinese linguistic groups are relatively more predominant in the 
second. Significant at 0.1%. 
Of the immigrants who sojourned elsewhere in Malaya/ 
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Singapore before migrating into Taiping, their movements 
do not follow any fixed pattern. As can be seen from 
Fig. 9, except for the Hokchius most of whom moved into 
the town from the nearby Dinding district of Perak where 
they are rather heavily concentrated, the other movements 
are random. Fieldwork shows that the area-of-first-
settlement of these immigrants was often very temporary -
a matter of months or couple of years. 
The pattern of overseas migration, as revealed by 
the length -of residence of the householders tended to f1uctu-
ate with periods of expansion and depression, and with govern-
ment restrictions on immigration. Table 4 shows that the 
bulk of the householders arrived in the pre-war and inter-
war years (row 5 in the table includes those born in Taiping). 
Table 4. 
Length of Residence in Taiping by Linguistic Group 
Linguistic Group 
Years Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Othersl Total 
N % N /0 N % N % N % N % 
0-14 5 5 1 3.7 1 4 3 9.9 3 12 13 6.5 
15-24 ~ 6 6.4 2 7.4 1 4 4 13.9 3 12 16 8.0 
25-34 15 15.0 5 18.5 5 20 9 29.9 8 32 42 21.0 
35-44 18 18.2 5 18.5 4 16 2 6.6 8 32 37 18.5 
45 and over 49 53 14 51.8 14 56 12 39.6 3 12 92 46.5 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
32. 
Although figures of departure for the same period 
are not available for comparison, the data in the table 
suggest that the influx of immigrants corresponded with the 
development of tin and rubber in Malaya, and the abolition in 
1914 of the notorious Credit Ticket System of labour (See 
Appendix II). The abolition of the System brought to an end 
many of the abuses and obstacles associated with Chinese 
migration. The sharp decline in postwar migration may be 
attributed to the introduction of the Aliens Ordinance Act of 
1938 which severely limited the number of immigrants and later 
stopped the entry of male labour into the country. 
Conclusion. 
The tendency for ethnic and linguistic groups to 
concentrate along particular streets in the business district 
can partly at least be related to migration. Differences in 
district of origin, pattern of movements, and length of residence 
have a bearing upon the relative strength of ethnic and linguistic 
subdivisions, which in turn are manifested in their spatial 
patterns. 
Chapter IV is devoted to an examination of various 
social characteristics of householders in the different linguistic 
groups, viewed in the light of changes arising from migration and 
adjustment to their new environment. 
--- ~-
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CHAPTER IV 
Social Characteristics of the Community. 
According to the prevalent stereotype, the typical 
1. 
'towkay' in Malaya is supposed to be illiterate, started off as 
an empty-handed immigrant, and through hard work and thrift 
worked his way to a position of wealth. Economic advancement is 
often accompanied by the fulfilment of certain homeland values, 
such as the indulgence in the traditional joint family, and the 
maintenance of large families with many children - ideals which 
poverty in the native country prevented the immigrants from 
achieving. 
Based on the life-histories of householders, their 
pattern of family organisation and household structure, the 
extent to which they conform to the stereotype described will be 
examined within the framework of ethnic and linguistic subdivisions. 
Educational Background. 
The literacy rate of householders as shown in Table 5 is 
surprisingly high. This may partly be due to the reluctance of 
respondents, having reached their present status, to admit to 
illiteracy. 
1. A Malay term for a man who owns a fairly large business. 
r 
, 
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Table 5 
Rate of Literacy by Linguistic Group. 
Total No. of 
Linguistic Group Type of Education Literates. 
Chinese Tamil English 
N % N % N % 
Hokkien 77 82.4 - - 14 15 91 97.4 
Cantonese 25 92.5 - - 2 7.4 27 100 
Kheh 24 96 - - 1 4 25 100 
O.C. 29 95 - - 1 3.3 30 100 
Others - - 20 80 4 16 24 96 
Total 155 20 22 197 99 
But though the rate of literacy is high, householders 
tend to be literate only in their own native-type education. 
Moreover, their level of educational attainment in terms of formal 
training is low. Nearly 40% of the Chinese householders are 
self-taught which means that they have actually had no formal 
education, though able to read Chinese newspaper, 34% had less 
than 3 years formal training, 19% went through secondary school, 
and the remaining 7% are English-educated. Indians are comparat-
ively better educated with only 8% of householders in the self-
taught group. About 44% finished primary school, 22% secondary, 
and the 16% English-educated Indians have had longer years of 
formal education than their Chinese counterparts. Most of the 
~ householders in both ethnic groups were educated in their home 
country prior to migration; a few, however, were sent home as 
children to be educated. 
even among the affluent. 
35. 
This very rarely happens nowadays 
The strong emphasis placed by householders on the 
acquisition of their own native-type education is in marked 
contrast to the equally strong desire by the younger members of 
the community to acquire English education. The lack of interest 
among householders to master English stems partly from limited 
opportunities, as most of them migrated as adults, and family 
responsibilities were heavy, and partly because business trans-
actions on the daily retail level have placed no urgent need 
for the acquisition of an English type education. Until recent 
years, business accounts were kept in the native-languages of the 
different ethnic groups. The English-educated householders in 
the sample are typically locally born businessmen. Of the 22 
respondents who received English education, only 3 ,are first-
generations, the remainder are second~and third-generations. 
Economic Background. 
The economic background of householders are characterised 
by great diversity. This can be seen from information respondents 
provided about their economic activities prior to their present 
business, which are grouped into the four main categories shown in 
Table 6: 
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Table 6 
Economic Background by Linguistic Group. 
Previous Linguistic Gro up 
Employment Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N 70 N % N 
Employee 54 58.7 19 70.3 10 40 21 70 7 28 111 
Other 6 6.4 - - 2 8 1 3.3 1 4 10 
Business I 
Family 29 31.5 8 30 l3 52 8 26.5 16 68 75 
Business 
No Inform- 4 4 - - - - - - - - 4 
ation 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 
The first group of householders started literally from 
nothing; the second are householders who have changed emphasis in 
their line of specialisation. One householder for instance turned 
from the sale of bicycles to scooters and radios; another, an 
Indian . chettiar1 • switched from moneylending to real estate. This 
group of businessmen are by far the most interesting to follow up . 
with more detailed studies, as the shift from one type of business 
to another reflects entrepreneurs' adjustments to changing consumer 
needs and taste. In the third category, respondents were formerly 
in the family business and have now either inherited it, or are 
looking after a branch of the main business. No information was 
1. Chettiars are professional moneylenders from South India. 
, . , 
They are known to the local people as cut-throats because 
of the relatively high interest rate they charge. 
% 
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obtained from householders in the last group, though reliable 
sources identify them with the class of businessmen who were 
unsuccessful in their previous business. 
Thus classified, the self-made type of businessmen, 
that is, those who had risen from the employee category of 
Table 6 are the most dominant. This group is fairly well 
represented by Chinese rather than Indian householders. Signif-
icant at 2.5%. The Chinese householders rose to their present 
status through varied ways: about four-fifths had hardly anything 
when they left home, and on arrival went into occupations such as 
rubber tapping, fishing and domestic services; the more fortunate 
ones received some help from relatives, close friends and former 
employers and through their initiative started a small business. 
A few enterprising immigrants borrowed capital from the chettiars 
at an interest rate varying between 2 - 3% per month. These 
self-made businessmen are generally first-generation immigrants 
with relatively little education, and tend to exhibit greater 
thrift and capacity for hard work than the rest of the community. 
Despite their economic attainment, they still keep the rigid 
daily routine of starting work at seven in the morning and finish-
ing up at nine at night. Many would be quite happy working seven 
days a week if Sunday were not a compulsory closing day. 
f 
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Type of Family Organisation. 
The traditional joint family in China where several 
related families live together was a symbol of economic advance-
ment, wealth, and prestige which everyone strove to achieve. 
However, this is not borne out to any great extent by the Chinese 
householders, for it can be seen from Table 7 that primary families 
in which parents and unmarried children live together are preferred 
to the joint system. But by comparison with Indian households, 
more Chinese adhere to the joint family organisation. Signific-
ant at 0.1%. 
Table 7. 
Type of Family Organisation by Linguistic Group. 
Type of inguistic Grol.!Q 
Family Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Primary 51 55 16 59 16 64 21 69.7 14 56 118 59 
Joint 42 44.9 11 40.2 9 36 9 29.9 1 4 72 36 
Bachelors' - - - - - - - - ' 8 32 8 4 
Mess 
Others - - - - - - - - 2 8 2 1 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
Among Indians the most common types of family set-up are 
primary units and bachelors' mess. The latter, a creation of the 
new environment, consists of a whole household of males, usually 
related, and often from the same village. This form of 
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organisation is particularly popular with the chett iar group -
these immigrants are almost exclusively from the Ramnad dis-
trict in the old Madras Presidency where there is evidence of 
chain migration among its male population. The relative un-
popularity of the joint family with the Indians can partly be 
attributed to the peculiarities in their migration noted for 
the joint system is still traditional in India in well-to-do 
but conservative families. 
With both ethnic groups, a factor which discourages 
the maintenance of the joint system is the increasing problem of 
space in the congested commercial core. While this has tended 
to restrict the development of joint families, it has at the same 
time worked towards the decentralisation of families into outer 
suburbs - of which more will be said in a later section. Within 
the Chinese sector at least, the type of family organisation up-
held by its members is an important function of time. There is a 
disproportion between first-and second-generation householders 
indulging in joint families. This is brought out quite clearly in 
Table 8 which shows a correlation between length of residence and 
type of family organisation. 
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Table 8 
Generation and Family Organisation - Chinese Linguistic Group. 
Generat~oI1 , T ype 0 am~ y ystem b L y ingu~stic Group 
Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Total 
Joint Prim. Joint Prim. Joint Prim. Joint Prim. Joint Prim. 
N % N % N % N % N % N % N 70 N % N 70 N % 
1st gener. 41 73 I 15 27 11 65 6 35 7 50 7 50 9 45 11 35 68 64 39 36 
2nd gener. 1 3 32 97 - - 10 10C 2 18 9 72 - - 10 leD 3 5, 61 95 
3rd gener. - - 4 100 - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 4 100 
Total I 42 51 11 16 9 116 9 21 71 I 104 I I I 
Assuming all variables constant, it is conclusive from the 
divergent patterns of family organisation upheld by the first-generation 
and second/third-generation householders that the cultural heritages 
of the homeland tend to weaken over time. The influence of time-
factor on the value system of immigrants is also manifested in the 
family size upheld by the householders. 
Family Size. 
As was noted, in Asian society economic advancement and 
the indulgence in large families go together. By modern western 
standards, a family of four children would be considered relatively 
large, but such a family by eastern standards is small, five to 
ten children constitute a medium-sized family, and only when it 
exceeds ten children would the family be considered large. By this 
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definition, the community tend towards medium and l a rge families. 
This is more characteristic of Chinese than of Indian hous eholders. 
Significant at 0.1%. However, within the Chinese community it-
self family size varies between linguistic groups , with Hokkiens 
and Cantonese by and large having predominantly big families. 
This is revealed by the data contained in Table 9: 
Table 9 
Family Size by Linguistic Group. 
Number Linguistic Group 
of 
Children Hokkien Cantones J Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N ,. N % N % N % N % N ,. 
1 - 4 3 3.2 4 14.8 2 8 7 23.3 10 40 26 13 
5-10 30 32 2 7.4 14 56 15 49.8 4 16 65 32.5 
over 10 55 59.E 18 66.6 9 36 5 16.5 1 4 88 44 
none 5 5 3 11.1 - - 3 9 . 9 10 40 21 10 . 5 
Total 93 100 27 100 I 25 100 30 100 25 10C 200 100 I 
Among other variables variations in the family size of the 
householders result from their length of residence in the country. 
This is evident in the prevalence of large families among first-
generation householders, while those born in Taiping show prefer-
ence for smaller families. Table 10 which shows the relat ionship 
between length of residence and family size brings out the marked 
contrast in the size of families upheld by first-generation and 
second/third-generation householders: 
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Table 10. 
Generation in Relation to Family Size. 
Linguistic Group 
G ener- Hokkien . Cantonese Khh e o C . . o h t ers Tqtal 
a tion :> 10 J < 10 .> 10 <. 10 ;;> 10 <. 10 > 10 <- 10 > 10 <. 10 > 10 <- 10 
child en 
N 10 N % N 10 N 10 N 10 N 10 ~ % ~ % IN % N % ~ % N % 
1st gener. 49 96 2 4 l3 93 1 7 9 64 5 36 5 39 12 61 1 8 12 92 77 7 32 29 
2nd gener. 6 18 27 72 5 50 5 50 
-
- 11 100 - - 10 100 - - 1 100 11 1 54 83 
3rd gener. - - 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 100 - - 5 100 
Total 35 33 18 6 9 16 5 22 1 14 88 91 
Residential Pattern. 
An outstanding feature of the business district which 
distinguishes it from the CBD in western cities is the presence of 
a l a rge permanent population opposed to the transi~nt population 
that characterises the core of western cities. 
Typically, most of the householders live in shophouses: 
the living quarters are on the top floor and access to it is 
usually through the shop. About a third have a second private 
residence in an outer suburb, and a ve r y small per cent merely 
rent sections of shop fronts, and their families do not actually 
live on the bus iness premises. It can be seen from Table 11 
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that residential patterns vary between linguistic groups -
Hokkiens, Cantonese and Indians generally show a higher 
degree of residential mobility than the other sub-groups. 
Table 11 
Residential Pattern by Linguistic Group. 
Linguistic Group 
Type of 
Residence Hokkier CantonEse Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Shophouse 49 53 17 63 20 80 25 85 15 60 126 63 
Separate .44 47 10 37 5 20 5 15 10 40 74 37 
Private 
Residence 
Total 93 100 27 100 I 25 100 I 30 100 25 100 200 100 
I 
Residential mobility into the outer suburbs is largely 
a feature of the last two decades. Resulting partly from the 
shortage of space in the congested core the movement is also 
associated with a certain class of businessmen: the more 
affluent and usually better educated ones, although centri-
petal forces such as the proximity to place of business and 
sentiment tend to hold the wealthy, but more conservative 
businessmen back. As can be seen from Fig. 10 the movements 
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tend to be influenced by ethnic differences - the Indian 
movements are predominantly in the direction of Assam 
Kumbang, while Chinese movements are largely in the direction 
of Green House - Kota II area, and Kamunting/Thompson Road 
areas, but among Chinese linguistic groups the movements are 
random. 
Household Structure . 
A household defined here is a domestic unit whose members 
share in common some domestic arrangements, such as co-residence, 
common cooking facilities and household tasks. The most 
prevalent type of household set-up is one in which not more 
than two households occupy the same shophouse, though the Kheh 
and O.C. sub-groups maintain relatively more compact household ' 
units. Significant at 0.1%. About 24% and 33% in these two 
respective groups have up to four, and occasionally more house-
holds living in a single shophouse. Table 12 gives some idea 
of the household pattern maintained by the different linguistic 
groups: 
P.T.O. 
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Table 12 
Households per Shophouse by Linguistic Group. 
Linguistic Group 
No. of 
Households Hokkier CantonesE Kheh O.C. Other~ Total 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
1 - 2 76 81.3 21 77.7 19 76 14 46.6 22 88 152 76.5 
3 - 4 9 9.6 2 7.4 4 15 9 29.9 3 12 27 l3.5 
over 4 
- - 3 11.1 2 8 4 l3.3 - - 9 4.5 
No 8 8.6 1 3.7 - - 3 9.9 - - 12 6 
Inform-
ation 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
Not only is the pattern of household arrangement of the 
groups different but the size of their households also differ. On 
the whole, Indian households are smaller than Chinese, the average 
density of the former is about 7 persons per household , and of the 
latter is about 14 persons. The rela tively high density of 
Chinese households is partly a reflection of their joint family 
system. To provide a better perspective of the variations in the 
living density of different sections within the business district, a 
density index, based on the number of persons pe~ room , was worked out 
for householders in the sample. However, the index could not be applied 
to all Indian households because of the habit among several Indians 
of sleeping in open halls. Usually, 5 to 10 persons occupy an 
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open hall which is about the size of three closed rooms. 
As can be seen from the data contained in Table 13, 
on the basis of the density index, the Hokkiens, Cantonese and 
Indians have relatively lower densities than the Kheh and O.C. 
sub-groups. Significant at 0.1%. But by Malayan standards 
even the density of the latter groups is considered low. 
Table 13 
Average Number of Persons per Room by Linguistic Group. 
Persons L' ~ngu~st~c G roup 
per 
Room Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
1 - 3 54 58 14 51.8 9 36 9 29.9 14 56 100 50 
4 - 6 32 33 13 48.1 14 56 9 29.9 - - 68 34 
7 & over 3 3.2 - - 2 8 9 29.9 - - 14 7 
Open hal' 4 4.3 - - - - 3 9.9 11 44 18 9 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
When related to street-patterns within the business district, 
the densities upheld by these linguistic groups show a pattern in 
which density is lowest around Main Road, where Indian and Hokkien 
householders predominate, and conversely density is highest in the 
Iskandar/Theatre Road area where most of the O.C. are clustered. 
A comparison of household employment between the groups is 
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rather more difficult, as households differ not only in size, 
but also in the type of family organisation and age structure. 
Nevertheless, a few observations about the system of business 
management between Chinese and Indian householders may be 
useful. Chinese businesses are generally run on a father-and-
son basis, for pressure is often put on the eldest son to join 
the family enterprise and depending on its size, sometimes more 
than one son is found in the business. Indian businesses, on 
the whole, are more flexible in that they are less dependent on 
sons, though the obligation for the eldest son to enter the 
father's business is still strong especially in more conservative 
families in India. In both ethnic groups women play no active 
role in the business. 
Conclusion. 
To some extent the businessmen in Taiping conform to the 
prevalent stereotype but modifications are necessary with regard 
to the literacy and economic background of the community. Though 
the educational attainment of householders is by no means high and 
many of them were poor to begin with, they are neither completely 
illiterate nor penniless immigrants. 
The improvement in the economic status of the immigrants 
is accompanied by the indulgence in homeland values, e.g. the 
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joint family system and generally large families are favoured 
by first-generation householders. But migration has an 
important influence on the tenacity with which these cultural 
heritages are upheld. This is seen in the divergent patterns 
of family organisation and family size maintained by the over-
seas born and the locally born householders. Strong preference 
is shown by the first-generations for the joint system and large 
families, while the second-and third-generations are inclined 
towards the primary system and smaller families. 
Within the framework of the linguistic sub-divisions 
postulated, group differences expressed in terms of family organis-
ation, household structure, residential pattern, and living 
density wer~ brought to the foreground. It was possible to pin-
point some of these differences and relate them to street patt-
erns within the business district, e.g. household density along 
Main Road where most of the Indians and Hokkiens are concentrated 
is lower than along Theatre Road where the majority of the D.C. 
live. Residential movements from the congested core to the 
outer suburbs, it was seen, tend to follow ethnic patterns. The 
extent to which ethnic and linguistic differences are reduplicated 
in the occupational structure of the community will form the 
central theme of the next chapter. 
'1 ,... 
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CHAPTER V 
Occupational Pattern of the Community. 
As was suggested in the last chapter, ethnic and 
linguistic differences within the community tend to be manifested 
in the family organisation, household arrangements and distribution 
of householders within the business district. It is intended here 
to examine their occupational structure, the kinds of businesses 
each group tend to specialise in, and the implications of occupat-
iona1 divisions upon the distribution of wealth within the community. 
Table 14 sets out the main types of businesses house-
holders in the sample are engaged in: 
Table 14 ., 
Type of Types of Businesses by Linguistic Group 
Business Linguistic Group 
Hokkien CantoneSE Kheh I O.C. Others Total 
I 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
(1) Capital 38 40.5 3 11. 1 4 2 6. ( 5 20 49 24.5 
Intensive 
(2) Provision 14 14.9 15 55. c -5 20 5 16. ( 9 36 48 24 
(3) Textiles & 29 30.9 10 40 8 32 47 23.5 
General 
Merchandise 
(4) Artisans 3 3.1 8 29. t 8 32 1 3.3 1 4 21 10.5 
(5) Restaurants 2 2.1 1 3. I 17 56.5 2 8 22 11 
& Coffee Shops 
(6) Miscellaneous 7 7.6 1 4 5 16.6 13 6.5 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
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The capital-intensive group in the table include 
householders engaged in rubber, estate supplies, motor car, 
bicycle and radio businesses. Timber merchants, charcoal-
mine owners, tobacco manufacturers and chettiar moneylenders, 
by virtue of their status within the community, have also been 
grouped under this category. The second group, that is, provis-
ion businesses, carry a variety of food-stuff, from waxed-ducks 
and sausages in Chinese provision shops, to all sorts of spices 
sold in Indian shops. ProviSion-shop owners are on the whole 
quite prosperous. The textile businesses in the third category 
incorporated all householders dealing with the sale of material, 
ranging from the big textile concerns of the northern Indians to 
the relatively small cloth shops of the Khehs. General me~chandise 
shops in the same category resemble miniature Coles, selling all 
kinds of household articles from home decorations, stationery, 
cosmetics, toys, right down to hairpins. These businesses are 
confined exclusively to Chinese householders. The artisans categ-
ory includes photo studios, bakeries, tailoring, shoe, watch repairs 
and the rather well-to-do Cantonese goldsmith shops. In the fifth 
group, there is a distinction between the larger restaurants, run 
almost exclUSively by Cantonese, and the smaller coffee-shops which 
serve mainly light drinks and snacks. The miscellaneous category 
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covers home-made cake shops, funeral wreath specialists, etc. 
Appendix II contains plates of the main types of shops thus 
described. 
It is apparent from Table 14 that the Hokkiens are 
concentrated mainly in the capital-intensive businesses. This 
group, together with textiles and general merchandise, account 
for over 70% of the Hokkien householders. In particular, the 
householders specialise in rubber business of which they have a 
virtual monopoly. These Hokkien householders showed no 
evidence of having migrated with more capital than the other 
immigrants. Their association with rubber occurred out of 
sheer accident, though once in the business, they were able, 
through the strength of co-operative action, to keep non-Hokkiens 
out of the business. An influential member of the Rubber 
Dealers' Association related the incident of a certain Mr. X, a 
wealthy Cantonese miner from the nearby town of Ipoh who started 
a rubber business in town some years ago. Being a new entrant 
and a non-Hokkien, the dealers deliberately under-cut prices 
and in less than six months forced him out of business. This 
may be rather an extreme example of economic rivalry founded on 
linguistic differences and rubber dealers in town are more 
notorious than other types of businessmen, but it does illustrate 
I 
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that linguistic differences can sometimes become economic 
barriers inhibiting free occupational mobility between groups. 
Especially if a single group has a stronghold of a particular 
type of business, linguistic factor tends to gain importance. 
The Cantonese householders are principally found in 
the provision business and artisan trades, the former accounting 
for 56% and the latter 30% of all Cantonese. Their concentrat-
ion in provision business is the result of historical association 
with Canton, which is famous throughout China for the preparation 
of exotic food. Due to this economic 'patent', non-Cantonese 
competing in the provision line usually divert their interests 
towards the food-stuff most needed by their particular clienteles, 
which varies ~o some extent even between Chinese linguistic 
groups. F~r instance, Cantonese provision shops specialise 
in waxed-ducks and sausages, Hokkiens in salt fish, and Indians 
in spices. On the other hand, no householder caters exclusively 
for the needs of its own group, often the goods they sell overlap. 
Besides being in the provision business, Cantonese show a prefer-
ence for goldsmith trade, watch repairs and tailoring - businesses 
requiring relatively less capital but more skill than their Hokkien 
counterparts. 
The main specialities of Khehs are textiles, general 
.,' 
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merchandise, and Chinese medicine. A smaller proportion are 
engaged in shoe and furniture making. Among the Chinese 
minority groups, Teochius businesses are geared to the needs 
of Buddhist worshippers, specialising in the sale of joss-
sticks, joss-paper, incense etc; Hainanese predominate in 
coffee-shop-cum-hotel-keeping, while every other Hokchiu house-
holder owns a coffee-shop business. The Hokchius who are 
relatively more recent arrivals in Taiping than the other house-
holders, have chosen this business because the longer established 
groups have not been attracted to it, and hence competition is 
not so keen. Moreover, the capital requirement is also compar-
a ti vely small. 
The dominance of Indians in textiles, provision and 
money lending is overwhelming. Over 90% of all householders 
are found in one of these three lines. There is a distinction, 
however, between the northern Indians confined to textile 
business, and the southerners known locally as 'Marakkayas' in 
provision and money-lending. The last called chettiars, who 
are also owners of estates and houses extended initial capital 
to several Chinese householders before the war, but since the 
Money Lending Licence Act of 1951 many are turning increasingly 
to real estate. 
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Thus, although the initial association of the groups 
with the different types of businesses was partly accidental, 
partly historical, partly a reflection of economic opportunities 
available, the linguistic factor has assumed importance as the 
groups developed along divergent lines. The present occupat-
ional structure of the householders is closely aligned with 
linguistic groups : the Hokkiens principally in rubber, the 
Cantonese provision and artisan trades, the Khehs textiles and 
Chinese medicine, the Teochius joss-paper etc., the Hainanese 
hotel-keeping, the Hokchius coffee-shop, northern Indians 
textiles and southern Indians provision and money-lending. 
Significant at 0.1%. The types of businesses each group tends 
to concentrate most in suggest a disparity in their economic 
position - the Hokkien householders, for instance, are relatively 
more concentrated in the capital-intensive businesses than the 
other linguistic groups. The section which follows seeks to 
find out if, in fact, such differences exist between the groups. 
Economic Pattern. 
Any attempt to compare the economic position of the 
linguistic groups faces the problem of suitable criteria for 
comparison, for values vary, not only from one group to another, 
but also between individuals; nevertheless in order to make 
I 
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valid conclusions, common denominators between the groups are 
necessary. 
The variables used in the formulation of an economic 
index took into consideration : servant employment and ownership 
of a set of luxuries, viz. radio, refrigerator, car and tele-
vision. These indices have been selected because the possession 
or otherwise of the luxuries listed have come to be associated 
with certain classes of people within the business community. 
The employment of a servant is usually associated with middle-
class income earners. Likewise, to have only a radio symbolises 
relatively low status, while the possession of a car denotes 
above middle-class income, and only the more well-to-do have a 
television (still very much of a novelty within the community), 
in addition to a radio, refrigerator and car. But since human 
behaviour is not always rational, a householder without any of 
these luxuries does not necessarily imply low income and vice-
versa. Information was also obtained about householders' income 
which thus allowed them to be classified according to income 
groups. 
Employment of Servant. 
Table 15 shows the distribution of servant employment 
among householders in the different linguistic groups: 
56. 
Table 15 
Employment of Servant by Linguistic Group 
No of L ·ng . t' G l. Ul.S l.C roup 
Servants 
Hokkien CantonesE Kheh ~.C. 
. . 
Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N %. N % 
1 servant 48 5l. 10 37 7 28 4 13.3 12 48 81 40.~ 
2 servant~ 6 6.L 1 3.7 1 4 - - 2 8 10 5 
more than 1 1.( - - - - 1 3.3 - - 2 1 
2 
None 38 40. ( 16 59.2 17 68 25 83.2 11 44 107 53. [ 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 10C 200 100 
I I I 
It is apparent from the data contained in the table 
that the pattern of servant employment between the groups is uneven. 
The Hokkien, Indian and Cantonese householders have a higher share 
of employment than Khehs and the ~.C. Significant at 2.4%. A 
comparison of the level of employment between Chinese groups and 
the Indians, however, needs to take into consideration the pre-
dominance of the joint family system among Chinese householders, for 
this tends to underestimate their economic status relative to Indian 
householders. Under the joint family organisation Chinese house-
holders who, by virtue of their income, can afford to employ a 
servant Ihave gone without one because it is customary in such families 
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for the daughters-in-law to help in the hous ehold chores. More-
over, in Chinese more than in Indian homes , a close relative, such 
as a widowed aunt may live with the family and help in the domes tic 
duties in return for free board. The joint system being much les s 
popular with the Indians , the servant employment index does not 
distort their status as it does the Chinese. 
Ownership of Luxuries. 
The economic disparity between linguistic groups as revealed 
by the servant employment pattern of householders tends to be rein-
forced by the types of luxuries owned by these groups. As can be 
seen from- Table 16 below, luxuries denoting higher economic status, 
viz. ownership of refrigerator and car are associated invariably 
with Hokkien, Indian and Cantonese hous eholders, while Khehs and the 
O ~ C. generally possess only a radio. Significant at 4%: 
Table 16 
Ownership of Luxuries by Linguistic Group 
Linguistic Group 
Type of Luxuries Hokkien CantoneSE Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % r % ~ % N '0 N % N % (1) radio 40 42.8 14 51.8 16 64 20 66.6 13 52 103 51.5 
(2) radio + refrig. 14 14.9 6 22.2 4 16 3 9.9 6 24 33 16.5 
(3) radio + refrig. 35 37.4 7 25.9 3 12 4 13 . ~ 6 24 55 27.5 
+ car 
(4) radio + refrig. 3 3.1 3 1.5 
+ car + T.V. 
none 1 1.0 2 8 3 9. ~ 6 3 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 1001 25 100 200 100 
i 
I 
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A comparison between rows (3) and (1) in the table 
brings out clearly the divergent economic status of the linguistic 
groups. In row (3), 37% Hokkiens, 26% Cantonese, 24% Indians, 13% 
D.C. and 12% Khehs respectively have a combination of three luxuries, 
i.e. radio, refrigerator and car. This contrasts with row (1) 
which shows 67% D.C., 64% Khehs, 52% Indians, the same proportion of 
Cantonese, and 43% Hokkiens possessing just the one luxury - a radio. 
Dn the basis of these data, the Hokkien householders 
appear to be the most well-off, followed by Indians and Cantonese, 
while Khehs and the D.C. are financially less prosperous. The dis-
tribution of income among householders will be examined to see the 
extent to which economic differences thus noted can be verified. 
Income Distribution. 
The income distribution among householders, derived from 
information respondents had given about their net monthly earnings, 
shows a correlation with their servant employment and luxury owner-
ship patterns. Income varies between linguistic groups and also 
within each group. The Hokkiens are represented at the top of the 
economic hierarchy, the Cantonese and Indians clustered in the 
middle, and lower down are the Khehs and the D.C. But the disparity 
between the groups based on income is less sharp than the employment 
and luxury indices seem to suggest. In particular, these indices 
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have underestimated the economic status of the Khehs, this may be 
because Kheh householders are less prone to luxury spending than 
householders in the other linguistic groups. The income position 
of the householders is shown in Table 17: 
Table 17 
Income by Linguistic Group. 
Linguistic Group 
Net Income in $ per T()t", 
month Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Other ~
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
(1) Low (50-199) 13 l3.l 8 29.6 8 32 16 53.1 8 32 53 26.5 
(2) Middle (200-749) 63 67.4 15 55.5 16 64 11 36.5 l3 52 118 55.2 
0) Upper (750-999) 8 10.6 2 7.4 1 4 1 3.3 2 8 16 10.8 
~) Very well-to-do 7 7.6 2 7.4 2 6.6 2 8 l3 6.5 
1000 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 I 
I 
According to the classificationary system used in the table, the 
bulk of householders belong to middle-class income with net 
monthly earnings ranging from $200 to $749, Malayan. ($100 (M) 
is equivalent to approximately f14 (A) ). About 26% are in 
the low-income category, 5% in the upper, and 6% are very well-
to-do. By Malayan standards, householders on the whole enjoy 
a fairly high standard of living. 
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Income distribution within the community is influenced, 
among other factors, by an immigrant's length of residence in 
the country. This can be seen from Table 18 which shows a dis-
proportionately high representation of first-generation house-
holders in the low-income group. Among all linguistic groups, 
there are relatively more first-generations in the low-income 
category, conversely more second/third-generation householders 
are represented in the middle and upper-income groups. 
Table 18 
Generation and Income by Linguistic Group. 
Linguistic Group 
Generation Hokkien Cantonese Kheh o .C. Others Total 
-- ---, 
L M U L M U L M U L M . l L M U L M 
1st gener. 11 45 - 6 10 1 7 7 -13 6 8 13 2 45 81 
2nd gener. 2 18 13 2 5 3 1 9 1 3 5 2 - - 2 8 37 
3rd gener. - - 4 - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Total 13 63 17 8 15 4 8 16 1 16 11 3 8 13 4 
L = low-income, M = middle-income, U 
classificationary system in Table 17. 
upper-income based on the 
Economic differences between the linguistic groups 
derived from the use of the servant employment, luxury ownership, 
and income index respectively, can be related to the distribution 
U 
4 
2 
I-
..,. 
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of the groups within the business district. A very arbitrary wealth-
line can be drawn through the business district which looks something 
like this: 
N 
M M K I 1<06. 01 A 0 H I A ~ E 'I I K A A '\U N E T T f<.. 
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~ f< I'( 0 ~ 0 0 A J) 0 A A A J) J> JJ 
R E LA T1." t L 'I I-Lr. G H - C LASS ~E-LA" I vEL Y Low - CLA,ss 
WEAL,H-L't Ne 
D; d./j ro.. ""' o..t,'(.. R e ~V'e. S e. "'- t- Ol f "0 "'- 0 f 
C (o..SS R e. s ,'rAe /'\.. + I 4 I A I--c ~ s . 
-62. 
Allowing for exceptions, it is generally true to say 
that the area west of the wealth-line which takes in the larger 
businesses of the Hokkien, Indian and Cantonese householders 
located along Main Road and Market Road, and extending beyond the 
business district into the high-class residential suburbs of 
Swettenham Road and Assam Kumbang is relatively wealthier than the 
area east of the line where most of the Kheh and O.C. businesses 
are clustered along Kota Road and Theatre Road. Adjacent to it 
lies the relatively low-class residential suburb of Tupai. 
Conclusion. 
Occupational divisions within the community have tended 
to develop along ethnic and linguistic lines. As was indicated, 
the association of groups with certain types of businesses was 
not initially determined by ethnic and linguistic differences, 
I 
though once the groups have found their economic niches and managed 
to have a stronghold of a particular business, forces in operation, 
such as the strength of business organisations tend to enhance the 
importance of the linguistic factor. This was illustrated by the 
Cantonese rubber merchant ousted from business through the concerted 
action of Hokkien rubber dealers. 
The types of businesses householders tend to concentrate 
t 
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in, pointed to differences in the economic position of the linguistic 
groups. On the basis of the criteria for wealth postulated, i.e. 
servant employment, ownership of luxuries and income of householders, 
the groups were found to differ in economic status. Hokkiens, 
Cantonese and Indians are relatively more prosperous than Khehs and 
the D.C. As these linguistic groups tend to live along certain 
streets in the business district, it was possible arbitrarily to 
distingu~sh between areas of high and low status corresponding to 
the distribution of the more well-to-do and less well-to-do groups 
within the commercial core. 
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CHAPTER VI 
Social Integration in the Plural Society. 
Although occupational stratifications within the community 
are closely aligned with ethnic and linguistic sub-divisions, the 
groups do not operate as separate economic entities. The function-
ing of the economy is based on the network of inter-relationships 
between these groups. 
Does economic integration lead to social integration? On 
the other hand, is assimilationl . necessary to ensure the harmonious 
co-residence of the groups? This will be the main theme of this 
chapter, attention will be paid to the factors which make for social 
unity or diversity within the community. 
In a multi-racial society, groups may be differentiated in 
a number of ways: ethnic origin, language, customs, traditions, 
interests, religion and colour (rather more subjective). The 
criteria adopted for the present analysis may be grouped as they 
reflect major aspects of the integration problem: 
1. Assimilation (used synonymously with social integration) in the 
present context does not necessarily refer to the host group 
only. It will be applied to integration among all groups in 
the plural society as well. 
Language. 
(1) social attributes which offer barriers 
to communication 
(2) interests and habits different from those 
of the host group and between ethnic 
groups constituting the plural society 
(3) traits expressing a feeling and valuing 
of separateness 
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The multiplicity of languages found in the community is 
a factor emphasising and reinforcing the separateness of the 
groups. Both the Chinese and Indians in town have groups of 
dialects associated with them, the former principally with 
Hokkien, Cantonese, Kheh, Tiechiu, Hainanese and Hokchiu and the 
latter mainly with Tamil, Telugu, Urdu and Hindi. On the other 
hand, certain languages,such as Malay and English to a lesser extent, 
transverse linguistic origin and provide links between the groups. 
Malay is the medium of communication widely used in the 
community when members of unlike ethnic origin meet whether for 
business or otherwise. The percentage of householders able to speak 
the language is high as can be seen from the following table; 
(P.T.D.) 
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Table 19 
Ability to Speak Malay by Linguistic Group 
Ability to Linguistic Group 
Speak 
Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
Fluent 35 37.4 5 18.5 11 44 12 39.8 21 84 86 43 
Not Fluent 56 . 60 21 78.3 14 66 16 53.1 4 16 109 54.5 
Do Not 2 2.1 1 3.2 - - 2 6.6 - - 5 2.5 
Speak 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 laC 30 100 25 100 200 100 
Based on the classificationary system in Table 19, 43% of 
the householders are fluent in their speech. By and large, this means 
their ability to handle the language extends beyond a colloquial form 
of Malay which most businessmen have picked up. But these house-
holders do not normally speak the language in the home except for a 
few Hokkien families who have been in the country at least two gener-
ations where Malay takes precedence over their native dialect. These 
Hokkiens are known to the local folks as 'Babas' and their version of 
the language consists of a mixture of Hokkien and Malay with the latter 
predominating. But although extremely Malayanised in their speech, 
the Babas still retain much of their Chinese customs and mannerisms. 
Another 55% of the householders are acquainted only with the 
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I bazaar I Malay, that is, their knowledge of the language allows 
them to cope adequately with customers in general, but they are 
by no means very fluent in their speech. A small fraction of 
householders (2.5%) do not speak the language at all, though they 
have a fair understanding of the everyday words. These householders, 
relatively recent immigrants, are in businesses,.which do not bring 
them in direct contact with other ethnic groups, e.g. one of the 
householders runs a Chinese bookshop. 
On the whole, the Indians are more conversant in the 
language for being a minority group, they have made it a point to 
master the language properly. This can . be seen from a comparison 
of the figures in row (1) of Table 19. Significant at 0.1%. 
Among the Chinese linguistic groups, again, it is the minority 
groups, the Khehs and D.C. who tend to be more fluent. 
English is unifying for only a very restricted section 
of the business community. It is identified with the few English-
educated businessmen who use the language in preference to Malay in 
social gatherings. But among the English-educated children of all 
householders the language is almost universally spoken because of the 
prestige it carries in the community. Where parents are able to 
speak ~glish as well, such children often become foreign in their 
own native language. 
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Within the Chinese sector of the community, the Hokkien 
dialect is the lingua franca used in all business dealings among 
the Chinese linguistic groups. Thus if a map of the distribution 
of languages within the town centre wer~ drawn, it would have a 
layering effect with the ethnic languages (all householders have 
a knowledge of their mother-tongue) superimposed upon an overall 
distribution of the Malay language on the one hand, and the Chinese 
dialects superimposed upon an overall distribution of the Hokkien 
dialect within the Chinese section, on the other. But in order 
to map the distribution meaningfully, more detail study is needed. 
Interest - Radio Listening Habit. 
Householders were also asked the types of radio-language 
programmes they most frequently listen to with the aim of determin-
ing the degree of integration between the groups in their recreat-
ional interests. The lack of integration in this respect is borne 
out by the householders' radio-listening habit indicated in Table 20: 
(P.T.O.) 
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Table 20 
Type of Radio - Programme Most Frequently Listened to. 
Type of Programme 
Linguistic Groul Chinese Chinese Tamil Tamil Tamil 
+ + + Total 
English Englisr Mala)l Listeners 
N /. N % N N /. N % N % 
Hokkien 74 80 16 17 ., / - - - - 90/93 97 
- -
Cantonese 20 74 7 25.9 - - - - - 27/27 100 
Kheh 19 76 4 16 - - - - - 23/25 92 
D.C. 22 74 6 20 - - - - - 28/30 94 
Others - - - - 14 5( 6 24 5 20 25/25 100 
Total 135 33 14 6 5 193/200 I I 
It is obvious from the above data that the Chinese are 
strongly orientated towards their own group in their interest. The 
Indians are relatively less conservative and exhibit interest in a 
wider range of programmes, though this is partly because hours of 
broadcasting in Tamil are shorter than in Chinese.English-language 
programmes are the only ones providing some sort of unity between 
the ethnic groups, with 20% Chinese and 24% Indian householders 
respectively, listening to the programmes. 
For want of a simplified classification in Table 20, the 
linguistic groups have not been differentiated according to the 
preference for their respective dialect programmes. In actual 
fact, each linguistic group tends to listen disproportionately to 
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its own dialect programme, for Malayan broadcasting caters for such 
diversity. 
Information was also obtained about the reading-habit of 
householders , and the pattern at least of the two ethnic groups is 
similar to their radio-listening pattern, with each group orientated 
exclusively to its national language newspaper. The lack of cross-
interests arises from the mutual unintelligibility of the languages 
in the first place. 
Coming to the broader implications of the distribution of 
these diverse types of interests exhibited by the groups for the 
urban geography of the business district, generalisations with 
regard to an areal definition of the social characteristics are 
forthcoming. Based on the fact that the Indians tend to be con-
centrated around Lower Main Road, and the Chinese along the other 
streets, it is possible to differentiate between areas where pref-
erence for Indian-language programmes and subscriptions to Indian 
newspapers are high, and areas where preference in both these charact-
eristics are Chinese-orientated. Within each area finer distributional 
patterns which arise from linguistic differences are much more marked 
in the Chinese section than in the Indian. 
Religion. 
The diversity of religions within the community is a further 
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factor making for differentiation between ethnic groups. The 
Chinese are predominantly Buddhists, including the finer distinct-
ions of Confucianism and Taoism, the Indians are either Hindus or 
Muslims. As far as religious differences go differentiations are 
much more pronounced among Indians than Chinese. 
The form of Buddhism observed by the Chinese householders 
represents a modified version of Buddhism as it is known in China. 
Without going deeply into the difficult question of traditional 
resemblances or differences some of the religious practices of the 
community may be briefly outlined. Buddhism for most Chinese, 
revolves essentially around ancestral worship, and certain important 
festivals rather than religious institutions. Typically, each home 
has an ancestral-tablet, and the more devout households may have a 
statue of Kwan-Yin, the Goddess of Mercy, as well. This is more 
noticeable in Cantonese homes than any of the other sub-groups. 
The customary pilgrimage to the ancestral graves once a year during 
the Cheng Beng season is quite strictly observed, and during the Chinese 
New Year and August Moon Festival incense is burnt in the homes. 
Religious institutions, such as temples, though not numerous, do exist, 
but male-folks hardly go near them, and attendance even among women-
folks is infrequent. Among the many reasons for the religious 
indifference, quite characteristic of Chinese households in general, 
has been the gradual weakening of ties with the homeland since the 
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Communist uprising. Apart from remittances to relatives in China, 
contact with the native country is practically nil nowadays. 
Indians are relatively more religious-minded, largely 
because their contact with the home country is maintained both through 
letters and frequent trips to India. Attendance at mosque on Fridays 
is a routine with the Indian Muslims, and they abstain rather string-
ently from certain food prohibited by religion, e.g. pork; one house-
hold refrained from all kinds of meat in the belief that all animals 
are sacred creatures of Allah. The temple is the centre of religious 
organisation for the Indian Hindus, and on festivals, such as the 
Thaipusan, a feast dedicated to the Lord Subramanium, devout Hindus 
carry sharp-edged knives on their bodies as a religious symbol of 
penance. 
The only religion which cuts across ethnic gmups is 
Christianity - a reflection of missionary work. Knowledge of Christian-
ity, particularly Roman Catholicism, is widespread throughout the 
community, although the number of actual converts is not high. The 
main adherents in each of the principal religions are shown in Table 21. 
(P.T.O.) 
) 
) 
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Table 21 
Religion by Linguistic Group. 
Types of Religion 
Linguistic Group Buddhism Islam Hinduism Christian-
ity 
N % N /0 N % N % 
Hokkien 86 83.6 - - - - 7 7.4 
Cantonese 26 96.2 - - - - 1 3.7 
Kheh 25 100 - - - - ". 
--
O.C. 28 83 - - - - 2 6.6 
Others - - 6 24 17 68 2 8 
Total 165 6 17 12 
Pattern of Social Contact. 
Due to the very diverse cultural background and values 
between ethnic groups, a high degree of social solidarity is 
maintained by each group. Individuals tend to associate them-
selves disproportionately with members of their own group, and 
within the Chinese component itself sub-cultural differences are 
reflected in the pattern of social contact upheld by the linguistic 
groups _indicated in Table 22. 
(P. T .0.) 
) 
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Table 22 
Pattern of Social Contact by Linguistic Group. 
Type of Linguistic Group 
Householder 
Visited Hokkien CantonesE Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N % N % 
(1) Same lir - 68 73.4 23 85 .1 23 92 28 93.3 20 80 161 80.5 
guistic grp 
(2) Same etr- 12 12.8 1 3.7 1 4 - - 5 20 20 10 
nic, but dif f-
erent ling-
uistic grp. 
(3) Differ- 2 " 2.1 1 3.7 - - - - - - 3 2.5 
ent ethnic 
group. 
(4) Do not 11 11. 7 2 7.4 1 4 2 6.6 - - 16 8 
visit . 
Total 93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
I 
The lack of social contact between ethnic groups is brought out 
quite clearly by the data contained in the above table. On.'ly 2.5% 
of the householders associate with members outside their group; and 
there is a tendency for the smaller groups to be more closely-knit than 
the larger ones, the Kheh and O.C. sub-groups, for example, maintain a 
higher degree of cohesion than the larger Hokkien group. 
Not only is social contact within the community characteristic-
ally ethno- and 1ingu-centric, the pattern of contact shows a 'gemeinde' 
type of community in which contact is largely confined to the immediate 
neighbourhood. Immediate neighbourhood thus defined refers to places 
within walking distance of a householder's home. Wher e social contact 
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extends beyond the immediate neighbourhood, such visits are fre-
quently made to relatives. This can be seen from Table 23 below: 
Place and 
Relation to 
Householder 
(1) Immed. 
neigh. 
(related) 
(2) Immed. 
neigh. 
(unrelated) 
(3)Outside 
neigh. 
(related) 
(4)Outside 
neigh. 
(unrelated) 
(5) Do not 
visit . 
Total 
Table 23 
Place of Social Contact and Relationship to House-
holder by Linguistic Group. 
Linguistic Group 
Hokkien (';antonese Kheh O.C. Others 
N % N % N % N 70 N % N 
Total 
% 
4 4.2 2 7.4 14 56 8 26.6 15 60 43 2l.5 
71 75.9 21 77.7 10 40 18 59.8 6 24 126 63 
12 12.8 2 7.4 - - 2 6.6 1 4 17 8.5 
2 2.1 1 3.7 - - - - - - 3 l.5 
4 4.2 1 3 . 7 1 4 2 6.6 3 12 11 5.5 
93 100 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 200 100 
Formal Organisations 
On the formal level , differentiation within the community is 
expressed in the formation of social organisations along ethnic and 
linguistic lines. Within the Chinese group, individuals tend 
further to identify themselves with their district of origin, 
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creating as it were, a nested hierarchy of region within region 
effect . These institutions thus created inhibit inter-communal 
participation in the social life of the community. Table 24 
shows the main t ypes of associations householders belong to : 
Table 24 
Pattern of Membership in Associations by Linguistic Group. 
Type of Association L' g . t' G ill u~s ~c roup 
. 
Hokkien Cantonese Kheh O.C. Others Total 
N % N % N % N % N % ~ % I 
(1) Ethnic or Dis- 74 79.1 23 85 . 6 23 92 20 67 23 92 163 81.5 
trict Associations 
(2) Non-Ethnic 3 3.2 - - - - 1 3.3 - - 4 2 
Associations 
(3) Non-Particip- 16 7.3 4 14.8 2 8 9 30 2 8 33 16.5 
ators 
Total 93 199 27 100 25 100 30 100 25 100 ' 200 100 
To understand what the associations involve, the forms and 
functions of the principal institutions within the Chinese sector 
will be very briefly outlined. 
The different organisations and associations created by the 
Chinese reflect institutions which existed in the homeland and 
influences of their new environment. In the latter category, the 
most prevalent are dealers' associations restricted to businessmen 
in the same trade, and usually cuts across linguistic origin, e.g. 
Provision Dealers' Association, Bicycle Dealers' Association. 
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Members meet normally about three times a year t o exchange inform-
ation, negotiate concerted action in defence of government, regu-
late prices, avoid excessive competition, and occasionally to 
restrict entry of new entrepreneurs into the trade. 
Institutions transplanted from the homeland are based on 
dialect, district of origin and quasi-kin. The first type known as 
'huikans' is devoted primarily to protecting and furthering the 
interests of each speech group. The centre of organisation con-
sists of a community hall in which all important functions, such as 
wedding ceremonies are held. But only the larger linguistic 
groups, the Hokkiens, Cantonese and Khehs have huikans; the Khehs 
and D.C. are numerically too small to meet the upkeep of such 
huikans. The 'hsien' associations are based strictly on same 
district of origin . Hsien associations are found among all linguistic 
groups, and they vary greatly in size from only 10 members in the 
smallest Hainanese hsien to over 400 in some of the largest Hokkien 
ones. The Nam-An, the biggest in town, has almost 500 members. 
It has its own hall and funds for group welfare, recreation and 
ancestral worship. Associations on a still smaller territorial 
unit than hsiens and those based on quasi-kin may be grouped into 
three main · categories. Membership may be restricted according to 
native hsien and surname, e.g. the Kwong Association formed by those 
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from the Nam-Hoi district of Kwangtung; according to dialect and 
surname, e.g. the Lim Association which consists of all Hokkiens 
bearing the surname; and finally according to surname only, these 
associations incorporate all persons regardless of linguistic 
origin. The main functions of quasi-kin associations are to 
look after the welfare, especially those concerning burial and 
ancestral ceremonies of group members. 
The importance of dialect, district and kinship in the 
migration history of the linguistic groups may best be illustrated 
from the Tai-Pu (Kheh) sub-group whose members were closely inter-
viewed. There are in all 47 Tai-Pu families (district shown in 
Fig. 6) in the business district of which 19 came under the sample. 
The rest were approached and interviewed inform~. 
The history of Tai-Pu migration into Taiping began in the late 
1890's when Pioneer Y, a headman of his clan in his native hsien 
and two cousins were driven out of Tai-Pu following a series of clan 
wars. Pioneer Y was by occupation a pedlar, one of his cousins a 
farmer, and the third a student before their expulsion. All three 
sought refuge in the port of Amoy, but some months later the farmer 
died, and Mr. Y and his other cousin came to Singapore in a cargo 
boat. Both worked for a while as dockyard labourers, then Mr. Y 
moved to Taiping and became partner in a small textile business with 
a friend whom he had met while working in a candle-factory in Amoy. 
Later the cousin from Singapore joined him. In less than ten years 
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Mr. Y started his own business, a general-merchandise shop, and his 
cousin was given a small share in the business. A few years later 
the cousin made a trip home to Tai-Pu to get himself a wife, and when 
he returned to the country he brought with him Mr. y's family and 
the brother of his newly-wedded wife. By 1914, there were in all 
three related Tai-Pu family groups in town: one engaged in general-
merchandise, the second selling Chinese herbs, and the last a 
photographer. Though the group's occupations have diversified 
considerably, Tai-Pus are overwhelmingly concentrated in the first 
two types of businesses to-day. 
Between 1914 and 1930, the number of families increased from 
3 to 39 through migration alone. The marked increase was largely 
due to two pleasure trips Mr. Y himself made to Tai-Pu during which 
he managed to persuade some relatives and close friends to migrate. 
It was a chain migration involving the movement mostly of town 
people, in contrast to the typically rural peasants which make up 
the bulk of Chinese migration to Taiping. 
Following the arrival of more families, the Chai-Yong 
Association was formed in 1935 to help the newcomers adjust to 
their new surroundings and to provide recreational facilities. 
Pioneer Y, ' because of his age and popularity, was made the head 
but leadership nowadays is based on socio-economic status rather 
than seniority. Each member pays a small annual subscription, 
p 
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part of which is remitted home towards the upkeep of the Tai-Pu 
Memorial Hall where the names of their ancestors are inscribed 
on marble-tablets. 
Members of the community claim lineage from five related 
ancestors, and by virtue of this network of kinship, the Tai-Pus 
are typically an inward-looking group of people. Several of 
their homeland customs are still preserved and marriage tends to 
be endogamous. 
Conclusion. 
In the light of the assimilation Index applied to the ethnic 
and linguistic groups distributed within the business district, 
factors which make for social diversity between these groups out-
weigh factors providing unity. Thus the Indian area in Lower 
Main Road can be differentiated from the Chinese area outside it 
in terms of the social characteristics postulated, viz. language, 
interest orientation, religion and type of social contact, since 
both groups are largely ethno-centric. Within each ethnic sector, 
however, differentiation along these lines is less pronounced. 
The use of Malay as the lingua franca within the community 
is a unifying factor in so far as the language serve's an economic 
purpose, otherwise the diversity of languages, interests, religions 
etc. are among the many factors which inhibit social mobility 
p 
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between the groups. 
On the formal level, institutional factors in the way of 
ethnic, linguistic, district and kinship organisations tend to 
reinforce social separateness. This was illustrated by the case 
study of the migration pattern and internal organisation of the 
Tai-Pu sub-group. 
Despite economic integration, there has been very little 
social integration among the groups. On the other hand, social 
separateness has not created apparent conflict threatening the 
peaceful co-residence of the racial and linguistic groups in the 
business district of Taiping. 
p 
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CHAPTER VII 
Summary and Conclusions. 
While this social survey of Taiping has provided some useful 
information about the business community within the town centre, it 
has also raised questions on methodology. 
A strictly geographical approach to the problem would have 
been out of place here for the patterns of organisation exhibited 
by ethnic and linguistic groups within the community do not all 
have spatial reference. Understanding of such patterns requires 
an analysis of historical processes and reconstruction, such as 
accidents of history, personal relationship, and so forth. By 
and large , this means impringing on the explanatory tools of 
inter-disciplinary fields, notably, those of social anthropolocy 
and sociology. But looked at from the point of view of the 
totality of relationships, the town centre is a geographical 
region in itself, within which it is possible to differentiate 
the Indian area in Lower Main Road from the Chinese area outside 
it. The latter area in turn consists of sub-regions derived 
from linguistic differences. Within each ethnic and linguistic 
sub-region fami¥ organisation, household density, economic status, 
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migration histories of householders, and social characteristics, 
such as language, interest, religion and pattern of contact 
differ in varying degrees from the next sub-region. If time 
and resources permitted a more intensive study of the business 
district, the distribution of these characteristics could be 
meaningfully mapped. 
The ethnic and linguistic framework used for analysis in 
the study is just one way of looking at differentiations within 
the community, but it does bring out the diversities which character-
ise the community. Among other things, individuals tend to 
identify themselves with their own ethnic and linguistic group. 
This, it was seen, is due to differences in the district of origin, 
history and background of the groups which influence the relative 
strength of the sub-divisions in the community. 
Differences in group values and ideas are manifested in 
varying degrees in their residential characteristic, family organ-
isation, household structure and living conditions. The Chinese 
go in for the joint system and large families more than the Indians 
where peculiarities in their migration pattern tend to restrict 
the maintenance of the joint family. But with both ethnic groups 
the preference is for the primary family. This is a reflection of 
space limitations in the congested core and the impact of the new 
environment, for, given equal opportunities, a preference is shown 
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by second-generation householders whose values and outlook are 
radically different from the more conservative first-generations 
for primary families and small families, while the latter tend 
to preserve the traditional pattern. Household densities also 
differ between ethnic groups, and within the Chinese sector 
linguistic groups show further variations. The O.C. and Khehs, 
who are relatively less prosperous than either the Hokkiens (by 
far the most well-to-do group) or Cantonese have higher densities 
per unit area. 
Cantonese. 
Densities of the Indians are comparable with the 
Occupational divisions within the community show a congru-
ency with ethnic and linguistic groups. Certain types of 
businesses attract some linguistic groups more than others, e.g. 
the Hokkien householders are concentrated mainly in rubber, the 
Cantonese in provision and goldsmith businesses, the Khehs in 
textiles and Chinese medicine, the Teochius in joss-paper etc., 
the Hainanese in hotel-keeping, and the Hokchius in coffee-shop 
business. Indians are associated invariably with textiles, 
provision and moneylending. But the groups are not confined 
exclusively to a single set of occupations, there are possibilities 
for occupational mobility depending on the strength of the linguistic 
factor, capital available, and the right business connections. 
p 
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The divergent types of businesses householders in the 
different groups are concentrated in are indicative of differences 
in the economic status of the linguist~c groups. Hokkiens, Canton-
ese and Indians are on the whole more well-to-do than Khehs and the 
D.C. The servant employment, luxury-spending, residential and 
income patterns of householders tended to support this hypothesis. 
The degree of wealth both between and within the group is an important 
function of time with upward mobility increasing with an immigrant's 
length of residence in the country. Despite economic differences 
between these linguistic groups, they do not operate as separate 
economic entities for the functioning of the economy has depended 
on the harmonious interaction between them. 
However, social cleavages are more apparent. Although all 
groups share in common the speaking knowledge of a second language, 
that is Malay, the acquisition of the language is motivated primar-
ily by economic incentive. Individuals between the groups, especially 
the locally-born ones have common interests, ideas and outlook which 
cut across ethnic and linguistic differences, but assimilation here 
is orientated towards western rather than native values. More 
often differences in cultural background, such as language, customs, 
traditions and attitudes tend to enhance social solidarity. This 
is seen in the very divergent interests, religion, visiting pattern 
and value orientation of the different components in the plural 
society. On the formal level, differentiation is expressed in the 
86. 
formation of ethnic, linguistic and district organisations with 
each working towards the interests and welfare of i ts own 
members. 
It is unlikely that assimilation between ethnic groups 
could be achieved in the foreseeable future, for not only is 
assimilation a long process because of the apparently divergent 
cultural backgrounds of the groups, but the size of the groups is 
also an important factor tending to perpetuate their social 
separateness. However , differentials between the Chinese ling-
uistic groups will continue to narrow steadily as assimilation 
demands relatively less cultural adjustments. 
In view of the factors making for diversity, it is perhaps 
more realistic to talk of a series of communities rather than a 
single homogeneous business community in Taiping. It is a 
economic 
community in which ethnic, linguistic and /stratifications make for 
diversity. As a plural society viewed in the restricted sense of 
a multi-racial community, inter-group contact is confined largely 
to the economic sphere, while the relative lack of social inter-
mingling on the group level tends to overshadow the actual mingling 
of members of all sections on the individual level. 
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c/- Department of Geography, 
University of Malaya, 
Pantai Valley, 
Kuala Lumpur, 
(Oct. 1964). 
Socio - Economic Survey of Taiping 
(A) General Information About Householder 
1) 
2) 
3) 
Susiness Address 
Residential Address ............•........•... 
Sex: Male / Female 
Marital Status Married / Single / Widowed 
Divorced / Other. 
4) Ethnic Type: Chinese / Indian / Malay / Other. 
Linguistic Group ........................... . 
District ..............................•..... 
5) Birthplace ........•....................•.... 
(i) If outside Taiping, no. of years in 
Taiping ................ . 
(ii) If inside Malaya, place of residence before 
moving into Taiping ............ . 
(iii) Generation in Malaya (paternal side) 
.................. 
6) Age ........... . 
88. 
7) Type of Business .........•..... .. ........... 
Previous Employment 
8) Education: Yes / No 
Type: Chinese / Tamil / Malay / English / 
Other. 
Level: Primary / Secondary 
Taught. 
(B) Household Characteristic 
9) 
10) 
U) 
Occupation of Spouse 
Number of children Male 
Female 
Status of Children 
/ Tertiary / 
Sex Age Marital Education pccupation Place 
Status With HR. 
, 
Self-
of Residence 
Away from 
family 
89. 
12) Number of other dependants (e.g. cousin) 
· ................ . 
Type of family system: primary / joint / 
bachelor's mess / other. 
13) Number of households occupying the premises 
· ................ . 
Total number of persons living in the house 
· ................ . 
Total number of rooms / cubicles for sleeping 
purposes ............... . 
(c) Integration 
14) Type(s) of language(s) spoken by householder. 
Type Fluency. Fluen~ ot Fluent 
15) Type(s) of newspaper!s) householder most frequently 
reads: Chinese / Tamil/Malay / English / 
Others. 
(Underline if it is a daily subscription) 
16) Language programme(s) householder most frequently 
listens on radio / rediffusion / T.V. 
Type: Chinese / Tamil/Malay / English / 
Other. 
Specify Dialect .............................. 
17) Religion: Buddhist / Muslim / Hindu / 
Christian / Other. 
18) Location of household most frequently visited: 
immediate neighbourhood / outside immediate 
neighbourhood. 
What is its ethnic/linguistic group? ........ . 
Is the household related to you? Yes / No 
19) Are you a member of any organisation or 
association? Specify: 
Name of Organisation/Association Function 
(D) Tenancy and Possession 
20) Do you have a servant? Yes/No. 
Number 
21) Do you possess the following: 
radio / refrigerator / car / T.V.? 
22) Are you (1) owner of the house with/without 
tenants 
(2) chief tenant with sub-tenants 
(3) tenant without sub-tenants 
(4) sub-tenant. 
23) Approximate monthly net income $ •......... 
90. 
91. 
24) Do you or any of your household own a house / 
business / property in Malaya or e lsewhere? 
Give broad details. 
APPENDIX II 
Bu ve 0 he · 
e town 
TAl?I 'C Sun,-" Ii,s Lee S IC'.\ 
En g, I ,0..., -~l'a (;l ,te rcsearch 
stuclen~ , '.lI the i'. '.t;'alian 'a-
Lion al GIll'L:'lty at Canbc!'i'a. is 
carrying 0, t , I three-month social 
survey hI -,:,'1' home town, 
She is 'orking ll!;c\er the guid-
ance of the DcpHLmpnt of Geo-
graphy, Ul1lversity of Malaya 
(I) Gist of the news. 
Australian National University Postgraduate Research Student 
Lee Siew Eng Returns to Taiping. 
(Taiping News) A postgraduate student from the 
92. 
Australian National University in Canberra, Australia, is under-
taking a 5-month social survey of her hometown, Taiping, under the 
93. 
guidance of the Department of Geography, University of Malaya. 
Miss Lee is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Lee Tung Mooi 
of Taiping. She is on a postgraduate scholarship. She 
received 1st class Honours in Geography at her examinations in 
Australia, and is the first Asian female student to receive such 
an award. 
For the social survey, Miss Lee will be going from house to 
house interviewing, to arrive at a better understanding of social 
conditions, family structure, etc. Miss Lee said she specially 
chose Taiping for her study because people here are very friendly, 
and she hopes that with co-operation from the community, something 
will be gained from the project. 
() d 1-II Cre it Ticket System. 
The system was concerned with the labour recruitment of 
Chinese immigrants. Under this system labour brokers in the ports 
of South China working in conjunction with their counterparts in 
Singapore paid the expenses of the voyage for batches of emigrants 
called sinkehs. On arrival in Singapore the sinkehs were sold 
to the highest bidder for whom they had to work until their sale 
value was paid off. Government control of immigration and con-
ditions of employment within the Straits Settlements (Penang, 
Singapore, Malacca) in the 19th century was lax, and local towkays 
seldom allowed the sinkeh to work off his debt. They employed 
the sinkehs on a 'trunk system' based on the practice of paying the 
workmen in goods instead of money, or in money on the understanding 
tha t they would buy provisions or goods from their employers. They 
1. Report of the Commission of Enquiry into the State of Labour in 
the Straits Settlements and Protected Malay States, 1890 . 
L.C.P.S.S., (1891) Paper 37. 
94. 
supplied the sinkehs with 'chandu' (Malay for prepared opium) and 
spirits, and then, by crooked gambling, swindled them of whatever 
money they had left. In this way, many of the sinkehs were kept 
in permanent debt until death. 
The Indian equivalent of the Credit Ticket System in 
1 h 1. Ma aya was t e Kangany System, abolished in 1910. Although the 
bulk of Indian immigrants came as indentured labourers by special 
arrangement between the Malayan and Indian Governments, rubber-
planters devised the cheaper method of recruiting labour through 
the Kangany System. The identical feature of the Kangany with the 
Credit Ticket was the system of advance payment to induce emigration 
which led to initial and thereby perpetual indebtedness of the 
labourer to his Kangany. Usually, a kangany, himself a South 
Indian labourer on a rubber estate, was sent to India to recruit 
more labour, and for each successful recruit he received a commission. 
The system has been extensively examined in various humanit-
, , , 2. 
arian and official reports, see particularly Kodapi s Indian Overseas . 
1. Kondapi, C., Indian Overseas, 1838-1949, Indian Council of 
World Affairs, New Delhi, 1951. 
2. Ibid., Chapter II. 
Plate 1 - A Hokkien Rubber Merchant's Shop 
in Main Road. Notice the bales 
of rubber-sheets in the foreground. 
Private residence is on the top floor. 
Plate 2 - A Hokkien Radio/Television/Refrigerator 
Shop in Main Road. The advertisement 
is in Chinese, English and Malay - in 
the shop next door even in Indian. 
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Plate 1. 
1965 
Plate 2. 
Plate 3 -
Plate 4 
A Northern Indian Muslum Textiles and 
Tailor Shop in Main Road. Carelessly 
parked bicycles obstruct the foot-path 
between the shopfront and the monsoon 
drain. 
A Southern Indian Provision Shop in 
Main Road. The goods on display on 
the right-hand side of the shop are 
Indian spices. 
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Plate 3. 
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Plate 4. ~ 
Plate 5 - Cantonese Goldsmith shops clustered 
along Market Road. A Malay customer 
in national costume has just come out 
from the first shop. 
Plate 6 - A Cantonese Provision Shop in Market 
Square. Waxed-ducks and Chinese 
sausages hang down from racks on the 
left-hand side of the shop. 
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Plate 5. 
Plate 6. ~ 
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Plate 7 - A Kheh Textile Shop in Kota Road. 
Chinese textile merchants sell lower 
quality material compared to northern 
Indian textile merchants. 
~late 8 - A Kheh Chinese-medicine shop in Kota 
Road. Incidentally both the Kheh 
textile shop in plate 7 and this 
medicine shop are owned by Tai-Pu 
Khehs. 
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Plate 7. 
Plate 8. ---} 
Plate 9 - A Hokchiu Coffee-Shop in Theatre 
Road. These coffee-shops cater 
mainly for soft drinks and snacks. 
Plate 10 - A Crockery Shop 
by a Teochiu . 
the footpath is 
in Upper Kota Road owned 
The display of brooms on 
a typical sight. 
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Plate 9. 
Plate 10. -7 
Plate 11 - A Hokkien General-Merchandise Shop in 
Main Road. Bicycles are a more common 
form of transport than cars. 
Plate 12 - Indian Chettiar Moneylenders Shop. 
The frontage of the shop is different 
from the preceding ones. The decor-
ations at the entrance are typically 
'chettiar' . 
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Plate 11. 
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